o o MANZAR, 16(69), 3, Winter 2025
Ed Itoria I DOL 10.22034/MANZAR 2024211796

Delineation, the First Step in Place Orientation

Detaching from simple existence is the first step in identifying nature. Existence is everything and nothing; it has no nature or
essence. It only comes to being as soon as one part of it gets separated and given a name. The things of the world are parts of
existence that turn into something by confining their functions and developing a distinct nature. In identifying existence, the first
step is to draw a line between the new object and the rest of existence. There is a degree of existence, but it encounters limitations
in the places where it separates itself. The detached part of existence, though it has an inseparable origin from its existence, due
to some special attributes and characteristics, becomes an «object,» which is called by the same name as «intermediate.» In the
process of forming nature, the first step is to delineate the boundaries. The border warrants the existing independence. The same
border defines the rank of an object, and the nature of the object is explained by the attributes associated with its rank. When
it comes to existence, the will to create a new entity precedes its requirements, including edges and borders, but in the world of
matter, defining limits provides a condition needed for the emergence of a new nature. The edge and border in the field of matter
also prepare a condition for personalization and separation. The edge determines the end domain of one entity and the beginning
of another entity.

Dezful was formed along the edge of the Dez River. Dejpol, a fort that was built to guard the bridge, was the first neighborhood
formed after the formation of Dezful along the coast, which gradually developed in the vast expanse of the plain. Although the
river was the edge and border of the city; it formed the structure of the city and impacted the organization of the city. The border of
the river was so strong that until a few decades ago, it created the city on one side. It is as if over thousands and hundreds of years
of life, there was not any dare to cross the edge and think of the other side. The impression of the edge was so strong that it made
the locals believe that the other side of the river was inferior and less valuable compared to this side. Even in the master plan, which
disregarded the role of the river in Dezful territorialization, the other side was considered to be easily accessible and cheap land
that gets connected to the city with a bridge and could not adjust the bipolarity between this and that side with all its measures.
The river served as a boundary between inside and outside, city and desert. The territory is a land where a person draws a
mental boundary by relating its elements to each other and himself and creates relationships that are delineated by limitation.
Territorialization is the method of human settlement in space. Conceptualization is a selected part of the infinite surrounding
world shaped by the elements it contains and, most importantly, determining a boundary with what falls outside. The fence in
ownership, in addition to the legal and protective role, is a manifestation of the distance between me and others. It territorializes
and gives a specific definition and identity to its inhabitants. This work is possible through territorialization and also through
the explanation of borders and edges. However, social and historical characteristics are not possible to emerge, and the world
remains limited to the primary geographical and natural characteristics. Therefore, in the process of spatial planning, including
comprehensive and detailed plans for the development of the city, it is necessary to carefully understand the fundamental role of
the main elements of the spatial organization and urban landscape, which are the basis for understanding the city and create the
reality of the concept of the city. It should be protected so that it fosters the ongoing feeling of the city and the general perception
of the citizens about their city. The sense of continuity of identity and life in a city that has been around for a long time is among
the most valuable achievements of development programs. Such an approach to the basic elements of the territory can provide the
possibility of a place-oriented development based on the recognition of the territory as a «place.» The first expectations from the
urban development program seem to facilitate faster movements in the streets, dispose of surface water, and focus on the aesthetic
appeal of the modern city while talking about a place-oriented approach to urban development seems a bit far-fetched. However,
without speaking and writing on this subject, knowledge cannot be created, and action cannot be taken.
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