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Pic1: Aview to “sarcellite”com-
munal housing (1960). Despite
the reasonable rental rates,
the first residents began their
life with so many difficulties:
the housing are only used for
accommodation like a dor-
matory and the site enclosure
seemed terrifying due to the
large density of construction.
Source: www.cotevaldoise.fr
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Pic2: Creating a forum (park)
as a space to stimulate social
interaction between the resi-
dents is a policy for social mix,
urban renewal of “Noyer Doré”
in Antony (French commune in
the suburbs of Paris). Source:
www.patrickdevedjian.fr
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Epstein, R. (2012). Politique de la ville, rénovation urbaine,

égalité territoriale: quelle est la nature du probleme?. Centre
d'Analyse Stratégique (Ed): 33-49.
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Urban Policy. Urban renovation.,
land equity: What is the Nature
of the Problem?”

Translated (from the French to Persian) : S-Nafiseh Mousavian, M.A in Landscape Architecture,

La Villette National School ofArchltecture Paris, France.
nafisehmousavian@gmail.com

Abstract: There is no doubt in the problem
of “suburbs”. This is the reason for the grandes
ensembles being discussed in political debates
s and the press in the early years of the 70s to
justify the necessity of an urban policy for solv-
ing the problem. But, what is the nature of the
issue? General problems are not objective facts;
they are the product of social and political struc-
ture made of the complex interactions between
multiple factors including institutions, interest
groups and social movements.

A social fact turns into a general problem
only as a result of the intensive trilogy process
of “naming, blaming, claiming”. Naming is the
process of recognizing the problem, blaming,
process seeks for the causes of the problem or
guilty ones to whom we can refer the problem
and claiming includes the compilation and pub-
lication of amendment programs and treatment.

There exist multiple competitive modes of
the problem in inception of urban policy which
will lead to various strategic orientations. The
Debates about the nature of the problem and
possible solutions in the fields of public space,
city planning and urban renewal legislation and
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gridlines 2003 (known as the Borloo act) were
almost completely destroyed. Nine years later,
with the breakdown of the illusion of a complete
solution, scheduling the debate becomes nec-
essary. This article is presented in this vision
by two goals of: clarifying different approach to
the “problem of sectors” and offering a mean for
public action.

In this paper presents four different ap-
proaches of solving this problem which have
been fortunate in a short period of the histo-
ry of urban policy. First, “Jacobine” approach
and the structure of Borloo act, second, “com-
munitarian” approach or the guide for social
development in the 80s, third, “reforming”
approach and the inspirations for urban con-
tracts in the 90s, and last, the “neo-conser-
vative” approach which was authorized during
the 5 year presidency of Sarkozy. However,
the speeches of politicians in charge of urban
policy have led to strange replications of these
approaches which are not applicable in theo-
ry, and the priorities of these approaches were
never exclusive.

In this article, there blind spots in the identifi-

cation of territorial disparities and suggestion of
reforming means to eliminate these blind spots
are offered as the conclusion of the research.
These blind spots are stem from the French
statistical system and budget which makes
racial and ethnic discrimination measures and
the calculation of public resources allocated to
different territories difficult or even impossible.
Thus, the introduction of ethnic-racial catego-
ries in general statistics and geographical lo-
cation of systematic public funding seems ap-
propriate for the exactness of the challenges of
territorial equality policy. This will also allow the
expression, implementation, and evaluation
of alternative strategies compared to current
strategies which conducted municipal politics
since 2003.

Keywords: Urban Policies, Land equity, ur-
ban renovation, Areas.

Endnote

*. This article is translated and summarized in:

Epstein, R. (2012). Politique de la ville, rénovation ur-
baine, égalité territoriale : quelle est la nature du prob-
leme?. Centre d’Analyse Stratégique (Ed): 33-49.
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Pic3: Communal housing is
generally used as accommo-
dation for low-income immi-
grant families who are often Af-
ro-French for having affordable
rentals. Therefore, the idea of
creating a social mix (mix-
it¢ sociale) is considered as
the mixing of white and black
races instead focusing on the
basic infrastructures. Source:
www.fdesouche.com





