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Representations of
beauty in

Petsian gardens

Mohammad Naghizadeh, Board Member of Faculty of Arts and Architecture, Islamic Azad University, Science and research branch / dr_mnaghizadeh@yahoo.com

Abstract: Garden is one of the things made
by human being that has a crucial role in giv-
ing identity to the society and the materializa-
tion of social beliefs. The philosophy behind the
creation of gardens may be to give life to one
of manifestations of beauty. Considering that
the Persian garden has a close connection to
beauty, it may be necessary to realize the prin-
ciples which contribute to the beauty of the Per-
sian garden. This is what the present research
has targeted. The research methodology will
be interpreting the available texts regarding the
Persian garden as well as studying the remain-
ing gardens in Iran given that the main scope of
study has been described as Persian (Iranian)
gardens.

The Persian garden is a manifestation of su-
preme values and concepts. Some have de-
scribed the Persian garden as “a representation
of heaven” (the Qur'anic heaven). The present
research is not meant to deal with the represen-
tation of heaven in Persian gardens. Rather, it
tries to address the roles of certain elements of
the Persian garden as manifestations of heaven-
ly symbols or spiritual values. It is general knowl-
edge that all elements of nature create the image
of supreme concepts in the minds of individuals,
specifically Muslims and Iranians. Nonetheless,
even though supreme concepts are associated
with natural elements, studies have shown that
the gardens in which the elements have been
taken away from their natural forms are more
efficient in creating the heaven effect. Overall,
the main elements of Persian gardens, as inves-
tigated by researchers, are creating a sense of
moral values and tranquility, establishing an as-
sociation with history, simplicity, variety of plants,
unique geometrical designs, symmetry, balance,
accordance, boundary and beauty.

What the present research established was to
show that despite what holds true with numerous
cases, beauty cannot be merely dependent on
what is perceived through the common means of
the material world. The Persian gardens - which
vary over a wide range from traditional gardens
to the landscape areas around castles and even
those inside house yards — are no exception to
this. Rather, they represent various manifesta-
tions of quality beauty which is related to the
spiritual world and heavenly beauty which is re-
lated to the supreme aspect of life. Both of these
stages of beauty that overlap each other have
led to the creation of unique cases of Persian
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gardens across the history by relying on the gen-
uine Persian culture as well as the monotheist
ideologies. In conclusion, it is regrettable to see
that all the beauties as visible in Persian gardens
are not taken into consideration in the modern
architecture of Iran and the country’s architec-
ture is still mainly focused on foreign models.

Keywords
Persian garden, Beauty, Nature, Natural ele-
ments, Iran, Islam.
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Pic2: Alleys separating the
Persian gardens represent
the beauty and integrity of
the city. Source:
www.panoramio.com
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Pic3: Today, alleys in Iran
have turned into apartment
streets or tower streest.
Source: author.



