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Picl:The perspective of
reflecting the Rotterdam
fires with light in the night
sky, Brandgrens, Rotter-
dam, Netherlands. Source:
www.west8.nl
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Pic2:Composition of lamp
design combines War
plane, fire, building, and
a burning man, inspired
sculptural form com-
memorate the bombing
Zadkine, Brandgrens,
Rotterdam, Netherlands.
Source:www.flickr.com
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Pic 4: Lamp forms inspired
by cut trees on the site as
a symbol of contrast of
nature and city, Carresco-
plein, Amsterdam, Nether-
lands. Source:

www.west8.nl
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Pic 3: Dragon form of lamp,
which has taken the form of
traditional lamps, consists
of 5 pieces of fuselage, 2
wings, head and tail, com-
bined with red and white
light output of the eyes
and mouth of the dragon,
Dragon light, Copenhagen,
Denmark. Source:
www.west8.nl
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Pic 5: Circular form of red
lamps, the symbol of fire,
and in contrast with the
square form of the court-
yard, Inner Garden Uni-
versity of Utrecht, Utrecht,
Netherlands. Source:

www.west8.nl
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Pic 6: a structure consisted
of three basic pieces: lamp
base, connections, and
light Bubble with flexibil-
ity and the option to install
different models of wall
lights, spotlight, etc, Olivio.
Source:www.selux.com
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Nowadays, design and management
of city nightscape have provided a wide
range of involvement for city special-
ists in lighting and visualizing the night-
scapes in cities. The West8 design team,
among the landscape architects, has
utilized the lighting potentials at vari-
ous scales as a significant variable in
organizing landscape and nightscape of
their projects. In three following articles,
the team’s approaches and goals will be
discussed at three macro-scales (light-
ing master plan for Helsinki), mid-scale
(light as the main component of shap-
ing the public space of theater square in
Rotterdam) and micro-scale (designing
lighting tools and equipments in differ-
ent projects).
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Pic 8: A lamp consisted of
a vertical base, connec-
tions, a curved bulb and
a low consumption LED,
Urban Star. Source:
www.Pilips.com
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Pic 7: Simple lamp with a
design like sharp moun-
tain peaks, Peak project.
Source: www.selux.com

The two different approaches in creating nightscape

Farzaneh Hajighasemi, M.A. in Landscape Architecture, University of Tehran, Iran. fr.hajighasemi@gmail.com
Samaneh Zameni, M.A. in Landscape Architecture, University of Tehran, Iran. sm.zameni@gmail.com

Abstract:West design team has done numerous successful projects in
night landscape, in which, design at the macro to the micro scales, made
the group successful as an international leader in landscape architecture.
Large number of west8 projects is to design lighting details in small-scale
landscape. Adopting two different approaches: identity and function has
led to the creation of two different spectra.

The team with its successful designs at lighting and nightscape indi-
cates that contextual and identity approaches can play the most important
role in advancing the goals. These so-called «second nature» landscapes
are considered to have special lighting from the perspective of its loca-
tion. According to the project, a specific component of site substrate is
selected as a symbol which is familiar to the audience, and will be as a
special lamp or lighting. At the lowest mode, it is involved in landscape
as an identity symbol with other elements. Finally at the highest mode is
the original idea and the only identity symbol without any other elements.

In this view, the various elements of the site, including history, body,
people and their culture, as the substrate of the project, create the identity
of the space. It is only due to the field of landscape architecture that they
can be understood at all levels including lighting.

Another part of the projects are detailed design in lighting for mass
production and use in different locations. In these projects functional
approach is the most important, and the two aesthetics and identity ap-
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proaches come after, but these are not parts of the site substrate. So,
constructing simple forms with high flexibility, high efficiency are always
considered with stable and consistent use of materials such as aluminum,
which offers free design. These designs, with technologic and formic sight
cannot play a great role in maintaining the identity of a landscape and
seems to have fixed designs, in contrast with specific identity of every
landscape, which must be modified with other elements of environment,
not to contribute to the integrity and identity.

This paper discusses the effectiveness of West 8 landscape approach-
es in the Urban Lighting Tools design by analyzing West 8 approaches in
two scales (mid-scale and micro-scale) of lighting design.

Keywords: Nightscape, Contextual approach, Lighting details, Identity
approach, Functional approach, Lamp design.
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