to lighting
Metamorphosis in Beauty
Cognition of Embellishment

The two elements of time and event had the most sig-
nificant role in the lighting of streets in the past time;
however these two elements are replaced by the two el-
ements of place and space in the present time. In fact,
lighting was used in honoring an event in the past, while
it is used for ornamenting special places lately.

“MANZAR” journal has discussed “Lighting the City” as
“Tehran Beautification Organization” required. Therefore,
the magazine asked the experts of lighting how they inter-
pret lighting role’s transformation in celebrating a ritual or
an event or decorating specific places.

Most of answers demonstrated that lighting has not
transformed; however development of living zone and
people’s presence has lead to incidence of nightlife
which has signified the role of lighting at night. Mean-
while, technology and energy development has made
the lighting more diverse and consistent so that illumina-
tion for celebrations has been combined with permanent
lighting.

Precise incorporation of answers displays that trans-
forming of the time factor into place in lighting planning
which has made the role of citizens against the city more
important than the past was not mentioned by the re-
spondents. However, it cannot be denied that illumina-
tion for circumstances is a type of activity which empha-
sizes on the role and behavior of people while lighting
tries to demonstrate the physical body of the city free of
citizens’ beliefs and opinions.
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* Mohammad Javad Mahdavi Nejad, Faculty
Member of Architecture Department, Tar-
biat Modares University

The reasons for such an approach to lighting
can be found in increasing of nightlife, increas-
ing of energy sources and intense lighting equip-
ments. Urban public spaces have always been
used for performances of social functions and
institutional communities throughout history. Ac-
cording to commencement of nightlife in many cit-
ies in the world, making these spaces appropriate
and providing them security at night has gained a
greatimportance. Therefore, lighting these spaces
is undeniable. However, it is worth mentioning that
considering modern technology and advanced ar-
chitectural technology is of great importance.
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¢ Shapoor Divsalar, Urban Designs and
Technical Department of Tehran Beautifi-
cation Organization

llluminations and temporary lighting in ceremo-
nies are among effective methods of lighting and
the goal in this type of lighting is to display light
beautifully and stunningly. In the past, due to lack of
progress in lighting methods and equipments, the
lighting source was directly exposed and no con-
servative capsule was used which lead to a bright-
er and more attractive light. Since guiding light to
brighten facades is considered as the function of
light, facade lighting did not develop in the past due
to lack of appropriate equipment. Evidently, archi-
tectural and urban development that has lead to
creation of beautiful urban spaces alongside tech-
nological development in lighting and improvement
in potentials of light sources have transformed light
into a tool for creating night spaces in recent years.
However, this approach does not undermine light-
ing in ceremonies and the possibility of combining
permanent and temporary lighting with the help of
modern equipments is assured.
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* Mehdi Asl Fallah, faculty member of Indus-
trial Design Department, University of Art

In ancient Iran, beauty in Farabi's opin-
ion is defined as “highest level of compliance
with the ultimate goal of a phenomenon”. In
fact, the perfection of an event was known as
beauty beyond decorative aspects of face and
form and could be extended to human and
cultural factors as well as technical aspects.
Today, beauty and beautification is specified
to superficial and ornamental aspects which is
sometimes in complete contradiction with func-
tional, safety, human and ecological aspects
of design. Based on mentioned matters, it is
concluded that lighting as a component of city
beautification has functional, technical, sensa-
tional, intellectual, social, cultural and ecologi-
cal aspects and their complete interaction with
urban spaces and citizens will offer an indicator
for a correct design.
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*Jamshid Emami, faculty member of Indus-
trial Design Department, College of Fine
Arts, University of Tehran

City lighting and illuminating is among an-
cient traditions which was performed in reli-
gious and ritual ceremonies and other activities
to show rejoice and a symbol of light success
over darkness and good over evil. As urbaniza-
tion and technology developed, this symbolic
concept was transformed into a functional and
aesthetical element in daily life. Nowadays
many different methods of illuminating the fa-
cades with diverse equipments such as smart
floodlights and lasers have enlivened the dark
half of city life. Therefore, the nightscape is
sometimes more beautiful than the landscape
during daytime. Hence the need for a funda-
mental review of executive thinking on lighting
and light decorating approach in the city is es-
sential to keep pace with modern technology.
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¢« Kaveh Ahmadian, CEO of Noorsa Form
Consulting Engineers

| agree with “place-based” lighting and light
decoration approach alongside “time-based”
lighting. The main point of this approach is that
the city expression at night and citizens’ life-
style at night have undergone serious changes
and we are capable of finding cities which are
“potentially” beautiful at night. But the weak-
nesses or facing challenges of this approach is
that it is not «human-centered» or in a broader
view «life-centered” approach. In many cases
lighting effects on humans and other living or-
ganisms are neglected and as a result cities
with disturbed nightscape and a starless sky
dissatisfy their citizens. At least, this type of city
is not strange for people of Tehran.
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* Arlen Estepanian, CEO of Idea Lighting
Co. Ltd.

It is mentioned in Khajoo Bridge opening
ceremony in 1650 that: “the cressets light light-
ened the dark night alike a bright day, and the
the candles and lights were topped with a gold
in this celebration.

“Continuation of presence” in a religious cer-
emony and creating a sense of joy, excitement
and diversity in landscape on the other had
are the main goals of lighting in every time and
every language. In ancient times presenting a
presence of an event was the preliminary goal
and this goal has a redefined similarly at the
present time.

“Continuation of presence” can be applied in
people’s presence and in a “building” during 24
hours of a day.

Currently the subject of “light architecture”
is suggested. The light architects define the
design system of night presence and beatify
and shape them in order to provide and plan
a space for nightlife; either it is organized for a
religious or national ceremony or for presenting
a historic place or an architectural masterpiece.
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* Mohammad Farid Hanifi, CEO of Noorgo-
star Lighting Consulting Engineers Co. Ltd.

Nightlife is an unchangeable and inevitable
activity for human beings and every change
in human behavior and nocturnal activity has
been caused due to a need. Based on these
needs, human beings face this subject in three
different ways:

Temporary lighting: Throughout history, it has
always been symbol of celebration of human
happiness forever. It is worth noting that fire-
work is a type of lighting.

2- Passage lighting: Since urbanization has
developed and vehicles rapidly produced, it is
necessary to provide an appropriate lighting for
safety and east in traffic and people’s move-
ment and economic growth as well.

3- Lighting: With the emergence of human
civilization and creation of human artifacts
throughout time, the need for lighting was evi-
dent. This has also lead to economic growth,
tourism development and minds peace.

Eventually, regarding different functions for
three mentioned subjects and their different
presence in society, neither of them can be
considered as alternatives.



