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Pic1: Pitting and destruc-
tion of nature in result of 
unilateral relation between 
human and nature. Pam-
palo_landscape. Source:
www.endomines.com.
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Pics2&3: the green me-
tropolis. Source: 
Diedrich, 2009: 179.
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Pics 2&3: Genesis of the 
urban DNA composed 
around the metropolitan 
and green roads. Source: 
Diedrich, 2009: 178.
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Abstract: Human intervention in nature ex-
plains the reliance of human on earth and its 
��������	
� ��	�
��	�� ����� ������ ��� ��������	��
from nature started since the existence of man 
on earth and this kind of natural extraction still 
continues. As a result so many natural land-
scapes have turned into mining, industrial land-
scapes and etc. In contrary to agricultural sites, 
the mining sites are not sustainable geographi-
cal and economical sites. They are used tempo-
rarily and eventually become useless sites like 
post – industrial sites. It seems that mining is the 
constant and sustainable feature of post mining 
landscapes. The question is how these post 
mining and post industrial sites turn into poten-
tial landscapes in urban planning and design? 
������	�����������	������	����	�
���������

��������������������������������	�
��	�����	-
ions in planning, design and reuse of mining 
sites with a landscape design approach. Mean-
while, a Spanish landscape architect, Juan 
Manuel Palerm, who uses matrixes to design 
and plan post mining sites, is introduced. Pal-
erm emphasizes on relations and not absolute 
landscapes. His focus is on multi dimentional 
interrelations: of landscape and human, of peo-
ple and etc. he believes that this interrelation 
�����������	��
����	��	������������������������

in this process. Therefore he has a holistic ap-
proach to mining and post mining sites. Palerm 
considers matrixes a tool for decoding the com-
plexities of the whole system (the whole world 
or landscape). He also uses them as a method-
ological tool for reading and interpreting mining 
landscape in these landscapes. The relevance 
between the keywords provides the codes for 
�����	�������	����������
�!��������������	�
	�-
ing the history of a place and introducing its fu-
ture by answering all the questions about the 
place. He mentions that his goals in designing 
mining projects such as the Tarantino project 
(located in Italy) is to create a sense of satisfac-
tion for the visitors because they don’t want to 
see the mines abandoned. Therefore, he de-
signs these sites to achieve beauty.

He believes to aspects of the site should 
simultaneously be taken into consideration in 
designing: the natural status of the site and the 
����
����� �����	��� ������ ���� ������ �����
� ��-
mogenous design of mining and post mining 
��	��������������	�������
	������������	���-
pede the disorders caused by indiscriminative 
mining and human interventions and conse-
quently create ecological identity for the region.

Keywords: Manuel Palerm, Mining land-

scape, Post- mining landscape, Natural land-
scape, Matrix.
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Pic 4: the green metropo-
lis. Source: Diedrich, 
2009: 179.
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