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Pic1. Urban development 
by creating new urban 
neighborhoods in the ur-
ban development master 
plan goals, Zurich. Photo 
by: Rasoul Rafat, 2011.
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Pic2. Communal spaces 
in the neighborhood; 
Place the face of social 
events. Photo by: Rasoul 
Rafat, 2011.
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Pic 3: Neighborhood bazaar 
in traditional cities of Iran; 
Collective activities and So-
cial encounters. Photo by: 
Rasoul Rafat, 2010.
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Abstract: Since the city growth has increased 
widely, human relationship have broadened to 
a great extent and identity is added to every 
human neighborhoods to organize human re-
�������	 
����	 ��	 
�
��	 ������������	 �������	
urban neighborhood is quite essential in orga-
nizing new cities. Recently, the neighborhood 
and its social environment, especially in social 
relations, have provided an appropriate basis 
for better urban renewal planning. Therefore, 
the current subject of urban neighborhoods 
has become a serious matter in urban contexts 
�������������	 ���	 �������������	 ��	 �����	 ��	 ����	
paper the “community” is referred to as a small 
unit in a city. The term community had been 
����������	����	���	����	��	�����������	�������	
from 1960 to recent decades. Since then, this 
term had only been used in sciences that are 
related to social politics. There has emerged a 
growing interest among urban researchers in 
regenerating this concept and this realizable 
reality. A neighborhood is a social unit within 
the city where people of the same character-
istics have come together. Economic position 
such as the type of job, general social condi-
�����	�
��	��	���	�����	��	
��������	����	���-
fare services and the cultural and racial differ-
ences are among different features that makes 
every neighborhood distinctive from the other. 
In addition, the neighborhood residents can de-
velop common goals due to the fact that they 
have common beliefs and cultures and live in 
the same environment. Urban neighborhoods 
are different in social organization, functions 
and resident actions. The latest urban designs 
and planning control that have transformed the 
natural mechanism of life indirectly are among 
the factors that have changed the structure of 
urban neighborhoods. The above changes had 
extensive effects on the formation of new per-
ceptions, feelings and behavior in residents.

According to urban planning and develop-
ment process, city formation on the basis of 
new geographical planning or intervening spa-
tial organization will lead to Physical restruc-
turing of the modern cities in forms of  sepa-
rate and unrelated sectors in the city, while 
traditional neighborhoods have resulted from 
natural selection and the natural growth of in-
habitants and households. Generally, urban 
neighborhoods are considered a fundamental 
matter in the past and present urban planning 

system in many metropolises of the world in-
cluding our country. Studying the advent and 
development process of urban neighborhoods, 
one can conclude that the neighborhood se-
lection in many large cities of the world is in 
relation with the available social and economic 
functions in these cities. This paper is a social 
critic of spatial and social structure of the cit-
ies and also discusses the reasons and how 
to develop new conceptual and analytical new 
neighborhoods.

Keywords: Urban neighborhood, Neigh-
borhood development, Urban development, 
Neighborhood planning, Neighborhood identity.
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