
Gardening in 
“Ershād al-Zerā’a”

Abstract | One of important resources for 
recognizing Iranian Islamic garden and 
gardening is the book of Abu Nasr Heravi, 
Ershād al-Zerā’a. The author, Qasim-Ibn 
Yusuf Abu Nasr, lived in the city of Herat 
and the book is related to the late period 
of Timurid (about 921/1515). This book 
is a valuable resource in the subject of 
agriculture and gardenin. The purpose 
of gardening and agriculture, planting 
methods of Plants and Trees, classification 
of plants, land quality,  the right time for 
different tasks in gardening are described  
in the book. The book includes eight 
chapters called “rawza” (garden), which 
cover the following range of topics: first 
chapter discusses the quality of the different 
types of land. The second chapter is about 
the best times for planting according to 

astrology, and prayers to be recited at the 
time of planting. Chapter three to seven 
include planting style for large plants and 
trees, and the last chapter speaks about the 
“Chaharbagh” layout in garden design. 
Referring to this book is helpful in 
understanding the definition of Iranian 
garden and gardening. According to Heravi, 
gardening and garden design is a contextual 
knowledge, and needs expertise in a variety 
of fields like planting, water distribution, 
land survey, and technical and aesthetical 
design. This paper introduces the most 
important cases mentioned in Ershād 
al-Zerā’a.   

Keywords | Ershād al-Zerā’a, Abunasr 
Heravi, Garden, Gardening. 

Reference list
⚫ Alemi, M. (2012). Symbolism in Persian Garden. Manzar Journal. N° 17.
⚫ Subtelny, M. E. (1997). Agriculture and the Timurid Chaharbagh: the Evidence from a Medieval Persian 
Agricultural Manual, in: AttilioPetruccilio (ed.). Gardens in the Time of the great Muslim Empires: Theory and 
Design. Leyden-New York-Cologne. Brill.
⚫ Subtelny, M. E. (2002). Le Jardin Persan : pragmatism et imaginaire. Le monde est un jardin, aspects de l›histo-
rie culturelle de l›Iran medieval. Paris. Association Pour L›Avancement Des Etudes Iraniennes. 
⚫ Haravi Qasim-Ibn Yusuf Abu Nasr. (1977). Ershād al-Zerā’a. Mohammad Mushiri. Tehran: university of 
Tehran. 
⚫ Bābur, Zahir al-Din Mohammad. (1979). Bābur-nāma. New Delhi. 

Gholamreza Jamaleddin
M.A. in Architectural Studies, Art University of Isfahan, Iran.
miladjamaleddin@gmail.com

A Trove Forgotten
Under the Dust of Time

Research

13 96 Autumn 2015No.32




