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Pic2. La Villette park is
one the projects which is
criticized after 25 years.

- As a matter of fact, not be-
" ing pleased by the people

is the ' main reason of this
project failure. Photo by:
Mohammad Reza Mehra-
bani Golzar, 2011.
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Pic3. One of the most de- sl yei i :Y p guad

batable topics in Europe
is wind turbines. Some
people notice this kind
of landscape beautiful,
and in disagreements
with them, some do not
have preference for that.
Source: www.dis.anl.gov
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The Science of landscape Criticism

Can Landscape Criticism
be Scientific?
Translated by: Mohammad Reza Mehrabani Golzar,

architectural doctorate researcher, University of Lorraine,
Nancy, France.

Abstract: Due to its multidisciplinary nature,
landscape criticism requires a comprehensive
and objective approach. This approach leads
to "metacriticism" supported by scientific criteria
which give it scientific legitimacy. Determining
values, classification and weighting facilitate
scientific criticism. Focusing on the scientific
character of landscape criticism, this article
discusses the differences between landscape
hermeneutics and compares art criticism with
the critical interpretation of a project. It then in-
troduces the sometimes contradictory, relative
and subjective values attributed to landscape
projects and highlights the relation between
epistemological and ethical questions raised in
landscape criticism. On this basis, the article
offers solutions including the production of cri-
teria, a prioritization of these criteria and the
development of a multidisciplinary perspective
in landscape criticism. These solutions lead to
the introduction of a hypothesis that envisages
a new scientific field encompassing landscape
criticism. The author is optimistic over the ad-
vent of a type of metacriticism that is both ethi-
cal and scientifically accurate.

Keywords: Epistemology, landscape sci-
ence, hermeneutics, critical interpretation of
project, landscapetics.
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Pic1. One of the natural
sceneries which is de-
veloped by non human
hand. Photo by: Moham-
mad Reza Mehrabani
Golzar, 2011. Maharloo
lake, Shiraz, Iran.
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Pic5: City below, every
day we judge the environ-
ment and determine our
attitude toward new phe-
nomenon. Bern, Switzer-
land. Photo by: Shahrzad
Khademi, 2011.
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Pic4. Gilles Clément tried
to attract critics point of
view by the postmodern
concepts in his projects.
The greatest number
of his projects are suc-
cessful because they are
welcome by the people.
André  Citroén  park.
Paris, France. Photo by:
Mohammad Reza Mehra-
bani Golzar, 2011.



