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Anahita Temples are undoubtedly the most
outstanding cultural heritage of Persia. Many
tablets have been found in many parts of
the country which implies the existence of
Anahita in the mind of the people of this
land; however, our circle of knowledge is
not completely integrated about this ancient
Goddess. This workshop provided an
opportunity for Dr. “Fereydoun Avarzmani”
to share his newfound discoveries which
reflect his contemplations on the historical
temples of Anahita and the new scientific
findings in the 14th workshop of new
theories.

Anabhita has been the Goddess of pure

and profluent water and the Goddess of
beauty, love, abundance, blessings, rain,

and thus fertility of farms and plantations.
The exact date of her appearance as a

public mythological Goddess is not yet
definite; however it is quite obvious that this
Goddess had been highly praised during
the Achaemenid era, especially the time of
Artaxerxes IT attested by tablets at Susa and
Hamadan depicting her along with Ahura
Mazda and Mehr.

Dr. Avarzmani considers Anahita temples
to be places for the worship of water; one of
the four main sacred ancient elements for
Iranians, and he has investigated multiple
monuments and mausoleums resulting

in proof of signs that the Goddess was

once worshipped. The Anahita Temples in
Kangavar, Bishapur and Mill Hill as well

as Qaleh Dokhtar in Qom Niasar road are
among the most famous fire temples of Iran.
The semantic position of Anahita in ancient
Persia and the status of religious and cultural
trends have been cited in historical texts

Endnote

referring to Ray Fire Temple and Azadan
plain and later Sassanid architecture and

its various aspects, including religious and
governmental ones.

The continuity of architecture in the early
Islamic period and the formation of new
forms in this period were discussed and it
was determined that further recognition

of these forms requires the consideration

of two aspects simultaneously: the status
quo and the context background. In
analyzing the status quo, location, context
and compartments, available space in

the building, ornaments and building
materials and building specifications were
described in these buildings. In analyzing
the context background summaries of the
excavation were studied to reveal the existing
ambiguities as required.

In the Islamic era these spaces were used

for other purposes regarding the evidence.
Since the focus was on identifying the Mill
Hill, by comparing the original form of

the building to the architectural remains

of similar buildings in the hills and the
Sassanid era, some ideas were shaped about
the original form and function of these
temples. Having compared the building

and its ornaments with other Sassanid
Chartaghis (Chal Tarkhan) and Taq-e Bostan
and gathered evidence including location,
lack of a roof, symmetry and the historical
data, significant results were obtained on the
shape of the places of worship both in the
plan and location, and proximity to natural
landscape elements approving that this
unrecognized building possesses spatial and
architectural elements of Anahita temples in
the Sassanid era according to its natural set

*. New Theories is a section of MANZAR academic journal which is dedicated to the specialized workshops
of NAZAR Research Center that has started since 2009. It provides an opportunity for academics to share and
discuss their findings as the result of delving into ancient themes. These theories are presented to readers as

comprehensive reports.
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and specific architecture. The fact that the
temple is located in Azdadan Plains (deities),
on the height of a single and fertile hillside
above the spring water surrounded by dense
canebrake, proves the sanctity of its place.
Moreover, its proximity to Firuzeh city (Chal
Tarkhan) which was built by the Sassanid
ruler, named Pirouz, and the long-term
drought in Iran at the time greatly justifies
the necessity of building Anahita temples,
the goddess, in that period.

Finally, considering the evidence presented
in this session, it seems that ancient Persians
praised their God in the heights and open
spaces near natural landscape elements such
as water and rivers in temples without a roof.




