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supply, Khosh street, 
Tehran. Source: Maleki & 

Khorsandi, 2005.
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Pic2: Mahmoodieh sub-

terranean water in the 

context of neighborhood, 

Tehran. Photo: Elham 

Alam Maleki, 2013.

www.valiasrst.wordpress.com

Pic3: Bagh-e Ferdows Sub-

terranean in Vali Asr Ave, 

Tehran. Source: www.val-

iasrst.wordpress.com
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Map1: Map of Tehran envi-

rons subterranean, shaping 

the city at conþuence of 
the subterranean embodie. 

Source: Hamidi, 1997:12.

Map2: Dar ol-khelafe Teh-

ran map; View of Bazar 

neighborhood in the map. 

Source: Hamidi, 1997:12.

www.tdmmo.tehran.ir

Map3: Tehran subterranean 

map, spatial structure of 

the subterranean in Bazar 

neighborhood.

Source: Authors based on 

www.tdmmo.tehran.ir

Map4: Compliance Maps 

2 and 2; adaptation \ of the 

subterranean along the cap-

illaries of the old city. Source: 

Authors, 2013. 
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 Water presence has always been one of the signiýcant fac-

tors in creating merriness and exhilaration in landscape design. In the 

past, due to the fundamental role of water in the structure and identity 

of the city, the presence of water has had a special effect in shaping the 

urban landscape and would participate at a variety of scales in city. Aque-

ducts are technological achievements in history and culture of this land in 

the arid cities of the plateau of Iran that had supplied the city›s water with 

the discovery, guidance and extraction of groundwater and has had a ma-

jor role in shaping the landscape of the city. Tehran is one of cities that use 

this method in shaping water networks since it beneýts from groundwater 
surface and a topographic location. Therefore the elements of this water 

network and streams that were subterranean crossing place of the aque-

ducts are always the key elements in shaping the landscape of Tehran.

Tehran was provided with s structure based on its designers› thoughts 

which supplied people’s requirements in the city. Following the master 

and development plans of western approaches, people’s requirements 

and presence of natural elements in the city were eventually ignored. 

Having destroyed the streams which were responsible for supplying water 

storages and reservoirs and turned them into dumping places, they were 

no longer considered as essential elements in city landscape. Aside from 

losing their functional role and people’s conceptual rupture from natural 

processes, they have lost their reminiscent and mental role.

Paying attention to Tehran streams as one of the landscape elements 

of the city and using this element in urban design and landscape archi-

tecture at neighborhood scale can help making proper landscape in the 

context of neighborhood and provide freshness and vitality. In between at-

tention to subterranean aqueducts as one of the main pillars in water sup-

plies for non-potable usages, landscape and various facilities in Tehran 

needs to be studied, identiýed and organized which can be an effective in 
strengthening Tehran urban identity.

Tehran streams as vital capillaries of city can strengthen the city’s 

identity with changing quality of urban spaces and can have an effective 

role in citizens’ perception of the City rather than offering a destructive 

role. Natural infrastructures can be an effective matter way in promoting 

citizens’ perception of the city and create a sense and identity of place. 

Sustainable way of developing nature presence in the city is investing on 

the potential and internal capabilities of the system. Tehran subterranean 

aqueducts as available natural vital vessels in the city were one of impor-

tant and effective element in shaping the landscape of Tehran. The way of 

nature presence and inþuence recovery at least in Tehran city spaces is 
rehabilitation of the capillary of this natural þow or streams.
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