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cranes to move brings the 
possibility of interaction for 
citizens, Rotterdam, Neth-
erlands. Source: 
www.geolocation.ws
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pic1: Achieving a lively and 
dynamic urban space, Rot-
terdam, Netherlands.
Source: www.skateproduc-
tivity.blogspot.com

Pic 2: The initial idea for 
lighting design was the 
reconstructing the view of 
a simple waterside which 
was located next to an ur-
ban public space this time. 
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ing types of demands during a day. Lighting not only makes it easy to use 

(Schaumburg) in the heart of the city of Rotterdam is an impressive sam-
ple of designing with the emphasis on nightlife .The lighting ideas is the 
main concepts both at day and night in this space. It is an open public 
space whose main elements are derived from public memories. Lighting 
appears as the symbol of modern urban life. The designer has considered 
the components of regionalism, identity and also the use of technology in 
order to respond to the aims and needs of the space. In addition to the 
functional aspects, the lighting provides a semantic and identical meaning 
which makes it the main designing feature. The square is a responsive 
public space in the city center whereas public presence and liveliness at 
different times of the day illustrates the prosperity of the project.

Considering the user requirements on one hand and his past on the oth-
er hand would be the basic elements in designing a proper public space. 
Noticing details specially in reconstructing the familiar elements can be 
effective in creating this feeling while general concept in designing a public 
space is the identical essence and consistent substance for a set of dis-
crete components. The Rotterdam Theater square has been successful in 
case of creating an acquainted place for citizens. The outstanding points of 

for citizens. Using the lighting as the main design utility distinguishes this 
space from other similar squares with identical approach in designing that 
brings cohesion to the landscape of day and night.

by accurate recognition of site and technology at different functional, con-
ceptual and identical aspects which are mostly neglected in many cases 
of lighting design. This bolded approach in using technology and lighting 
has made other landscape elements such as presence of nature, plant 

boxes and trees. The wide monotonous space and main elements of the 
space altogether reminds cold and industrial face which generally makes 
the place spiritless. The summery of modern and mechanical compo-
nents has been so vivid that empties the place and makes it spiritless. The 
border between a successful urban patulous space and a uniform urban 
open space may be a line which brings the sense of place and makes 

utilizes the lighting potentials in order to form the space and the audience 
perception during the day and night. It also reveals the positive and nega-
tive points in different aspects by which lighting has affected the space.
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pic 5: Red cranes offer 
unique totality to the urban 
square in terms of propor-
tions, color and form, 
Rotterdam, Netherlands. 

pic 6: Light diffusion re-
 calls the theater stage,
 Rotterdam, Netherlands.
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