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Pic5: Lighting as a tool to 
make a friendly neighbor-
hood and a support for aes-
thetic public experience, 
Helsinki, Finland. Source: 
www.metalocus.es

Pic6: Minimal use of light 
to highlight gateways of the 
project, Helsinki, Finland. 
Source: www.metalocus.es

West8

:Light art

lightart

Kruunuvuorenranta
Speirs and Major Associates

Natural lanterns

Light Art Events

Pic 5
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nterns
have a strong and special identity and be visu-
ally more different, recognizable, memorable 
and vivid from other places. In fact, gathering 
spaces should be in harmony and unity with 
other urban spaces of the city in order to make 
them a memorable and at the same time effec-
tive in forming the city›s overall identity. Today a 
main part of citizens› perception of the city and 
urban spaces, takes place at night. Therefore, 
the nightlife of the city has become a major 
concern for the urban planners and managers. 
A major part of gathering places› identity also 
depends on their nightscape in the city. One 
of the most complicated and sensitive parts in 
designing nightscapes for the city is planning 
and designing a lighting master plan, an is-
sue that is more important than specialty and 
knowledge of technical and aesthetic aspects 

understanding of the city, its identity and its 

And what West 8, landscape architects has 
done in Helsinki, more than anything else is 
emphasizing on the identity of place thorough 
use of its natural heritage. Use of light in West 
8 proposed master plan is completely objective 
and light is used only in special spaces to make 
signs and symbols. West 8 work in Helsinki is a 

complete sample of Light Art.  

-
ering place, Lighting master plan, Symbolic el-
ements, Helsinki, Light Art.
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8. Available from:  
http://www.designboom.com/architecture/west-8-antwerp-

 Adriaan Geuze: Landscape Architecture / Urban 
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ture-urban-planning/ (accessed 11 November 2012).

West 8 wins 1st prize Lighting Master Plan Helsinki. 
Available from:  
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8-wins-1st-prize-lighting-master-plan-helsinki/(ac-
cessed 13 November 2012).

Pic7: Use of an old silo as 
a landscape sign narrating 
the history and function of 
the port, Helsinki, Finland. 

The identical 
approach in 
lighting of Helsinki
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