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Amir Farjami, Architect, member of view and urban 
landscape of Teheran municipality Committee, Iran. 

Facades of buildings in all circumstances are considered as a part of 
the public rights and owners have to consider certain rules and regulations 

designated as the era of communication. Nevertheless, the role of urban 
management in devising the regulations for building facades is undeniable. 
Therefore, the answer to the above question is to choose a third approach.   

The designing of facades is within the domain of expertise of the archi-
tects. Also, devising rules and regulations is within the domain of respon-
sibilities of those in charge of the city management.  This is where most of 
the problems relating to the designing of building facades in cities emerge. 
The truth is that architects and designers can create beautiful facades that 
would be compatible with Iranian architecture and would at the same time 

-
mum effort to conform beauty with cultural values in designs of facades 
has never been addressed in the rules and regulations and the municipali-
ties never emphasis on aesthetic values in their urban development plans.   

Ghobad Shiva,Graphic &Environmental Designer,Iran. 
Building contractors mostly base the designs for the interior of the build-

ings on their needs.  However, the architects and those in charge of urban 
development should use the general landscape of the neighborhood and 

to respond to the problems that emerge as the result of their lack of such 
expertise.     

Iran is today faced with numerous problems with regards to the issue of 

employ the expertise of architects, consider the regulations that the sci-

-
ects are implemented by considering the ideas of the people in the related 
neighborhoods. The philosophy is in fact to give the right to determine the 
features for the interior design to the owner and the right to determine the 
features for the façade to the people in the neighborhood.



Mohammad Ibrahim Forouzani, Mayer of Bushehr, Iran.
There is no doubt that urban facades are the borders between indi-

vidual and private and public rights which determine the characteristics of 

a common ground between public and private rights has been almost 

society on the path to integration. That is the reason why there has never 
been any progress in Iran over concepts such as urban development and 
urban planning. Iran is yet to develop a modern expertise on urban devel-
opment and urban planning over public spaces. That expertise must be 

is not development, no creative urban facades should be expected to be 
built in Iranian cities nor will there be any hope for the revival of the values 

Mohammad Shaheer, Landscape Architect, India
It is a question of how a city is expected to look, involving an aesthetic 

viewpoint about ideas of beauty and visual acceptability relative to place, 
time and naturally, culture. It is a perception of the city as a creative enter-
prise, ideally displaying a harmonious collaboration between those who 

 Should not the urban façade be true to that?
The façade is the surface expression of the socio-economic and politi-

cal forces at work inside the built up masses and open spaces of the city. 
In contemporary Indian cities where the relationship between society and 
its urban architecture remains unsophisticated or unresolved, the appear-

seemingly chaotic. In these circumstances façade control suggests the 

The urban facade is not only a technical or purely aesthetic matter. It is 
a measure of the success or otherwise of urban culture.
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Philippe Revault, Architect and Urbanist, France

for architecture.” 
-

proach delegates the responsibility of the urban landscape development 
to the "public power" and the second approach gives the ultimate author-
ity to the owner. But there must be a difference between the version of the 
urban designer to that of the architect. Planning manuals resulting from 

of the building, whether they are linear or not, the way they are located 
on the ground, density, ground porosity, etc. This is while the architect's 

-

the owner's taste. Therefore, the instructions for urban development must 

discussed individually.   

Jean-François Tribillon, Legal Expert, France
The facade can be assumed as the boundary where the private and 

the public spaces come together. It appears that building owners tend 
to go ahead with the designing of their own facades regardless of efforts 

between the public and private spaces.

the interactions between public and private spaces; the most important of 
them is the failure to push facades to become community-oriented. Visual 
continuity of the facade-street is one of the main efforts to that effect which 
still remains in place. Facades of buildings of a block which overlook the 

-
signing the urban structure of Paris and efforts to change this pattern have 
not been successful. The modern architecture has extended the realm of 
public spaces to spaces under the buildings to overcome the dogmatism 
that wants a separation between the public and private spaces and em-
phasizes on the need to keep the children away from dangerous street 



The management of city facades particularly in places where the landscapes have been created by private 

issues. The most important question is the exact position of the private owners of urban facades as well as the 
municipalities in decision-makings over the management of city landscapes.     

-
pality as the sole owner of city facades. The second approach is supported by the owners of buildings which 

It considers the rights of both private owners of buildings and the municipalities.  The solution over decisions 
regarding city facades is sought through the middle ground with a slight inclination to one of them.  Nevertheless, 
this approach is often faced with criticisms in certain areas.  

issue which is yet to be designed and put into work. The failure of these approaches to create a balance between the 
rights of both sides is a testimony to the complexity of the problem. 

Who owns the urban façade? 
City managers or citizens?
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