Cultural Landscape
Restoration

Ö´ÀÅ§/À»ÖÀË§MZ]

5HSRUWHGE\$UPDQ0LQLDWXUH6DMDGL

Õ{ZnÂeZÀÌ»½Z»MY³ºÌÀe

ËÂe
Pic 1

ËÂe
Pic 2

Ö/zËZe/ËÂe /ËÂe
~yP» ]Z]¡Z/]Ö¸YÂv»
Y|¿Z¿ÌeYÂÌM
Pic1: historical picture
from the main axis of
Babur Garden. Source:
5DWLVK1DQGD¶V$UFKLYH

{ÁZf/{«YÁ{ÁÖ´ÀÅ§/À»YÖ/z]ÖzËZeÕZ/Å¡Z]
ÖzËZeÕZÅÄËÓÄ]ÄmÂeZ]Ä¯|¿ÂÖ»[Âv»Ä »ZmÅÖ´ÀÅ§
ZÀÁ|^·Z¯d»»Á/¨uZÆÀe,ZÅ¡Z]¾ËY{Ä/f¨Æ¿Ö/´ÀÅ§Á
¹¸f»Ö´ÀÅ§ÕZÅY¾ËYµZ¬f¿YÄ°¸],d/Ì¿Ö§Z¯Ö°ËÌ§
]ÃÁÔ]Z]¡Z/]ÕZÌuY{ d/Y½M{ÁZ§{½Z/¿YÂu
ÂuÄ],½MÖ´ÀÅ§ÁÖ/zËZeÀ»Ä]ÄmÂeÁÕ|^·Z¯cZ/»Y|«Y
¡Z]À»Ã|ÀÀ¯{ÁÃ|ÀÅ{¶°/Ö¸YÀ½YÂÀÄ]½Z/¿Y
ËY§YdÆm\/ZÀ»ÖËZÅ{^ÅYZ]dËZÆ¿{ d/YÃ|/ÄmÂe
¡Z],Ö´ÀÅ§ÕZ/ÅYµZ/¬f¿Y]ÃÁÔ,¹{/»ÂuÁd/·Zy{
dYÃ|¶Ë|^eZËÂaÁÖ ¼mÖËZ§Ä]ÖzËZe

]Z]¡Z]Ö¸YÂv» ËÂe
ÂÌM~yP» h°»ÕZ§
Y|¿Z¿ÌeY
Pic2: the main axis of
Babur garden (pausing
VSDFH  6RXUFH 5DWLVK
Nanda’s Archive.

“Ratish Nanda” Projects director, Aga
Khan Trust for Culture in India and Afghanistan, expressed his experiences in cultural
landscape restoration of Babur Gardens
in the 7th workshop of new theories in 19,
September 2012.
Humayun’s tomb garden in Delhi and Babur
JDUGHQVLQ.DEXOZHUHDPRQJWKH¿UVW0RQJRlian gardens which were restored by Aga Khan
Foundation in these countries; restoration of historical and cultural landscape was a great challenge in Babur Garden where a track of Iranian
garden as a context for development of Indian
and Afghanistan culture can be observed.
5HVWRUDWLRQ RI KLVWRULFDO DQG FXOWXUDO ODQGscape of Babur Gardens was an immense challenge and the gardens had been destroyed in
the successive political changes and various
LQWHUQDO FRQÀLFWV 7KH PDLQ SXUSRVH LQ %DEXU
garden was the restoration and preservation of
monuments in order to restore the key aspects
of its identity. According to his opinions, the challenges continued in the process of repair and
restoration of the history of the site, and dealing
with philosophical, political and physical matters
of the gardens of Babur and Humayun's Tomb
Garden. The cultural and historical landscape
was restored according to the archaeological evidence, commentaries, descriptions and
historical pictures. Babur garden identity restoration was also completed based on two main
landscaping elements (main axis of the garden
and replay of water presence) as well (Pic1).
The main axis of the garden originates a
space for indecision through human interface
ZLWK LQWHJUDO DQG LQ¿QLWH ODQGVFDSH LQ D ZD\
that human is such a dependent creature to
nature and does not dominate landscape. This
perception of Iranian landscape in the main
axis of the garden depends on two human behaviors, pausing while moving along the main
axis. The main axis of Babur garden in Kabul is
a place to pause and observe which roots from
Iranian garden landscape (Pic2). Moving along
the main axis has been transferred to side axis’
which means the two mentioned behaviors
do not occur in Babur garden. It was the main
components of the recreation and restoration
of landscape that was generally discussed at
the workshop.
Eventually, this question was raised at the
workshop as a basis for creating a new theory:
Have the pausing spaces in viewpoints of main
axis of Babur gardens which have been restored
based on historical pictures lead to the perception of meditative landscape through human interface with endless space is the main axis?
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