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Pic1: Ayutthaya region possesses the five characteristics 
of t cultural landscape that has already been registered 
on the World Heritage List, Thailand. Source: www.
commons.wikimedia.org
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Diagram1: Place identity and its components.
Source: Relph, 1976.
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Pic3: Initial foundation of cultural landscapes is the 
union of cultures and landscape which can be seen 

in Borobudur temple, Java, Andonesia. 
Source: www.townsofusa.com
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Abstract | One of our deepest needs is for a sense of identity and belonging. A common 

denominator in this is human attachment to landscape and how we find identity in 

landscape and place. Landscape therefore is not simply what we see, but a way of seeing: 

we see it with our eye but interpret it with our mind and ascribe values to landscape for 

intangible – spiritual – reasons. Landscape can therefore be seen as a cultural construct 

in which our sense of place and memories inhere. Critical to this has been the increasing 

attention given to the study of cultural landscapes, even to the extent of recognition in 1992 

of World Heritage Categories of outstanding cultural landscapes. The paper explores some 

of the associated ideas of landscape and memory and how landscape permeates much of 

our thinking of who we are with some focus on Asia as the cultural landscape idea gains 

ground in this region of the world.

Keywords | Cultural landscape, Asia, World heritage, Cultural heritage.
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Endnote
*. This article is translated and summarized in:

Taylor, K. (2008). Landscape and Memory: cultural landscapes, intangible values and some thoughts on Asia. 

Conference proceedings of the 16th ICOMOS General Assembly and International Symposium: Finding the 

spirit of place _ between the tangible and the intangible held in Quebec. 

Pic2: Italian Renaissance gardens are examples of 
landscapes that are designed to promote the concept 

of nature. Pienza city of Tucson encompasses many 
gardens and it is registered in the World Heritage List. 

Source: www.en.wikipedia.org
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