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Pics1&2: The reflected im-
age of the castle in water
emphasizes the symme-
try, the important feature
of French gardens. Vil-
larceaux Domain. Paris.
Source:

www.all-free-photos.com.
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Pic3: Tall trees in both
side of paths and planted
shrub in the middle of
garden are used in con-
tinuity with french histori-
cal gardens. Villarceaux
Domain. Paris. Source:
www.iledefrance.fr.
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Pics 4 & 5: The parterres
of French gardens are
used with a modern ex-
pression in a regular
and geometric form. Vil-
larceaux Domain. Paris.
Source: Racine, 2004.
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The Cultural landscape Continvity
Reconstruction and Revitalization
of a Historic Garden

Alain Provost and the reconstruction of the castle

gardens of Villarceaux

Abstract: Benefiting from a rich background
of gardening, French sites have been allocated
to considerable historic gardens known as the
greatest human cultural heritage. There have
been diverse approaches and theories about
encountering these historical sites in the past
100 years. As a result multiple similar and con-
trary theories including the least reclamation to
the most reconstruction have been discussed
technically. Among the mentioned theories,
cultural landscape and preservation of his-
torical garden have been the most negotiated
preservation and socio-cultural heritage and
site restoration theories in the past decades.
ICOMOS, the international council on monu-
ments and sites, had held three congresses of
Venice Charter (1966), Burra Charter (1981)
and Florence Charter (1982) about the conver-
sation of monuments and sites. The Florence
Charter focuses mainly on the historic gardens
and considers them as historic memoires and
gives great importance to its natural and cul-
tural characteristics.

Historic gardens are a part of cultural land-
scape which are resulted out of the mutual
relations and interactions between culture and
nature. Taking the landscape semantic aspects
into consideration is more important than the
physical features in restoration of such gar-
dens. Therefore, maintaining and preserving
the physics of a garden are not effective in con-
tinuity of garden values and will lead to loss of
these cultural values.

Gardens, as a foremost example of land-
scape which have been showcased in diverse
historic and cultural aspects, have natural and
ecological layers as well as valuable historic
and cultural layers; As a result, their reclama-
tion cannot be fulfilled in a confined and limited
framework. It requires a flexible approach to
provide the landscape designer with recogni-
tion of the cultural and historic landscape of the
site in order to restore the garden based on the
reclamation and preservation principles. Pres-
ervation and continuity of natural and historic
values that reveal the culture and beliefs of the
people in a region and demonstrate the inter-
action between human and nature throughout
history are the main objectives in reclamation
of a cultural landscape. The revival and recla-
mation of a cultural landscape and bringing it
back to life and existence will eventually lead to
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environmental and natural reclamation as well
as continuity of human and the surrounding na-
ture interaction.

Alain Provost’s approach in the cultural land-
scape project of Villarceaux Park was taking into
consideration the historic background and the
specific qualities and characteristics of French
gardens and embodying them in minimal and
abstract shapes. In this project preservation of
historic elements of the site has been the main
interests of the landscape architect that have
been formed over time and adapted to the
modern life. Holding public and cultural events
such as concerts in the park has been very ef-
fective to its reclamation and its presence in the
daily lives of citizens. This paper tries to discuss
Alain Provost’s approaches to historic gardens
and their reclamation through introducing and
analyzing the Villarceaux Park.
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Pic6: The plan of the
central area of the park.
Source: Racine, 2004.
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Pic8: The restoration and
recreation of this cultural
landscape has lead to
profound interaction of
human and nature. Vil-
larceaux Domain. Paris.
Source: www.valdoise.fr.
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tion of the park. Villarceaux
Domain. Paris.  Source:
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