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New Theories is a section of Manzar aca-
demic journal which is dedicated to the spe-
cialized workshops of Nazar Research Center
that has started since 2009. It provides an op-
portunity for academics to share and discuss

their findings as the result of delving into an-
cient themes. These theories are presented
to readers as comprehensive reports.

There are still doubts surrounding the concept
of “Islamic City” which has been accentuated af-
ter the Islamic revolution and scholars have pre-
sented different definitions of it. Regarding Dr.
Naser Barati’s researches in this field of stud-
ies, he was asked to present his experiences in
the 11th workshop of new theories held on June
25th 2013.

In his opinion, arguments surrounding Islamic
city in not advocated among city officials and
managers. Otherwise it must have been ap-
plied in some place after thirty years from the
revolution. It is often seen that the discussions
at various stages is repeated, but unfortunately
no progress is obtained. His start point of stud-
ies dates back to 1986 when he was working in
his master’s dissertation on “Reconstruction of
Qasr-e-shirin based on concepts of Islamic ur-
banism” with Dr. Naghizadeh and Dr. Aminza-
deh. The concepts of Islamic city or urbanism on
the basis of Islamic values were not mentioned
at that point to refer to; as a result we had to
generate the basics of these concepts. Starting
basis for the discovery of the principles of urban
development was to define “Al-mizan interpre-
tation” concerning man and his environment.
Within two years of continuous work we tried to
find Islamic values such as justice, and unity in
the city. We referred to previous Islamic cities to
adapt these concepts to the city since finding
these values in the city was difficult.

The idea of “Islamic city” is owned by orien-
talogists and suggests a sort of projection and
separation of the city from other cities and it has
affected Islamic cities in a bad way. Unfortunate-
ly, we also look upon Islamic cities from orien-
talogists point of view. In their point of view an
Islamic city must have mosque, bazzar, fencing
and residential neighborhood. Eventually they
admitted their mistake because the rest of the
cities had temples, market and fencing, just with
a different type of architecture. We are talking
about the appearance and facades in a specific
culture and region in this point of view. Mus-
lims were captured by these definitions and we
thought we could build Islamic cities by building
a mosque and bazzar. But does Tehran that has
bazzar and mosque follow an example of an Is-
lamic city? So, why are we looking for something
called “Islamic city”?

Another important issue is that we look upon
Islamic cities conditionally as if the just existed in
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the past, while cities are resulted from agglom-
eration of cultures throughout history. Before
the arrival of Islam, the Persians had their own
lives and livelihoods and assuming that Islamic
city belongs to the era after arrival of Islam is
not correct, it is a cultural agglomeration. Iranian
pre-Islamic cities gradually turned into Islamic
cities and provided a context where Islamic be-
liefs and values were appreciated and flourished
while they used to represent other values be-
fore the arrival of Islam. The city was an effect
and continued to be the cause and this process
went on naturally in our country. With the arrival
of modern architecture and Western urbanism,
development of Iranian cities was changed from
introspective to extrinsic basis.

The continuation of this process has caused
our people are being entangled between tradi-
tional and modern city and their not understand-
ing of the truth. Due to a pathology obtained
from his Ph.D. thesis, it was resulted that there
are two types of considerable contemplation in
correlation with different concepts among inter-
viewed respondents. The first one: modern city,
Europeanized, unfamiliar, uncultured, employ-
ment, development, modern, stylish, comfort,
hope, safety, non-historical, poor human rela-
tions and the second one: traditional city, ori-
ental, Iranian, cultural, relative, unemployment,
poverty, backwardness, historical, natural, rural
environment, humanitarian, relief, health and
concerns. In other words despite their consider-
ing of the city as a historic context of the city,
they think it causes poverty and backwardness.
This is in contrast to the modern city which is
acknowledged by them as a symbol of progress
and prosperity and safety, as well as equivalent
to the foreign, unidentified and far from their
concepts. This problem has occurred due to our
new urbanism. They do not neither their city nor
what is brought from other parts of the world.

Another issue that is not accurate to say is
that the Western city does not follow a specific
concept or ideology, but they surely have a goal
and they are moving toward achieving it. We, as
Muslim urban community, have to showcase our
ideas and goals in space. However, utopian ide-
alism of the city, regardless of the past and pres-
ent conditions will result in production of a series
of statements which have no methods and they
are more akin to the poetic imagination, and ex-
perience has shown that they will not end up in
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conclusion.

Dr. Barati believes that it is better to leave the
opinion of orientalists about “Islamic city” behind
in order to approach an appropriate urban orien-
tal, Iranian and Islamic environment. We have to
perceive and redefine transcendental concepts
of Islamic life and their profound implications for
understanding the world we live in today; on the
other hand we needs to put the requirements of
modern complicated life against the Islamic val-
ues in order to find and appropriate response.
It seems that the intention of Islam in a city is
providing a perfect context for expression of a
perfect human, consuming that the existence of
perfect humans leads to promotion of city and
community. As “Dehkhoda” defines human civi-
lizations as being away from barbarism and be-
ing created in human morals, it is necessary to
provide a context for humans to reach perfection
which will be practical by providing justice and
balance for the environment. A city is an events
raised on the practices of a society which are
products of culture and values. So, the city is
both the cause and effect of culture. As a result,
Muslims should found their cities on the basis of
Islam instructions of life, community purposes,
culture and Muslim requirements so that they fol-
low the right path to achieve their goals.



