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Pic3: Kanazawa's unique
lightingreminds four sea-

sons, Japan.
Source: www.flickr.com
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Pic4: Trees guard mixed
in lighting, new symbol of
Kanazawa, Japan.
Source: www.flickr.com
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The floodlight of historical
landscap

Revitalization of the historical center of
Kanazawa, based on illuminating

Fatemeh Al-sadat Shojaei, M.A in Urban designer, Islamic Azad University Central Tehran Branch, Tehran, Iran. Fshojaie66@gmail.com

Abstract:Today, enhancing the quality of ur-
ban spaces through providing pedestrian night
life is the main concern of architects™ and urban
planners® main concerns. Since urban space
lighting can lead to the presence of citizens at
night, lighting plans, especially in developing
and rejuvenating the older urban spaces has
been taking more attention. This importance
and global attention to the lighting of urban
landscapes, has lead to various national and
international lighting ceremonies and compe-
titions. One of the most famous lighting com-
petitions is an international competition named
«City-People-Light», which is considered a
premier project due to its reduction of energy
consumption and incorporation of the prin-
ciples of sustainable development. Lighting of
Kanazawa's castle park won this competition's
third prize in 2011. This project’s first phase be-
gan in 2000 and the second phase was com-
pleted in 2010.

In this article, this lighting project’s positive
and negative points and its mutual effects on
reaching the urban landscape goals are dis-
cussed and analyzed, especially in aspect of
landscape managing of the Kanazawa's older
area. Through creating a dramatic sense be-
tween the modern and historical parts of the
city, this project achieves to emphasize on
the city's culture and history. This article also
represents and emphasize the city's identity
through creating a harmony between the light-
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ing elements.

Lighting is both used to emphasize the natu-
ral elements and cultural historical symbols
while keeping Kanazawa's famous peaceful
space. Recognizing the permanent and tem-
porary landscape shaping components in vari-
ous scales, makes the design to have a spe-
cial cascading pattern. The Kanazawa's castle
park lighting project is a successful sample of
using light energy with minimal damage to the
natural environment which causes the pres-
ence of night life while keeping the area’s cul-
tural historical identity using artifact elements.

Keywords: Lighting, Nightscape, Kanazawa
Castle Park, Distant Landscape, Near Land-
scape.
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Pic5: Usage of small
ground lights in lighting, in
order to reduce the dam-
age to the surrounding
nature, kanazawa, Japan.
Source: www.flickr.com
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Pic6: Recognition of cul-
tural values using light-
ing elements at night,
Kanazawa, Japan.
Source: www.flickr.com




