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Pic 3: lllumination of the
buildings inspired from
painting tableau along the
waterfront -quays of the
Sadne river-, 2010, Lyon,
France. Source: www.of-
ficial site
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Pic 4: Amphitheatre of the 5
Three Gauls - memorial to
the martyrs- has illuminated
by a different and calm at-
mosphere and created in
constellation shapes, 2010,
Lyon, France. Source: www.
fetedeslumieres.lyon.fr
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Pic 6: Place des Celes-
tins, Archipictural anima-
tion by virtual technics,
Lyon, France. Source:

www.lyon.onvasortir.com
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Pic 7: The fagade metamor-
phosis by virtual lighting to
create the imagined atmo-
sphere, Saint-Paultrain sta-
tion, Lyon, France. Source:
www.ladauphin.com
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Pic 5: School of La Mar-
tiniere, one of the stu-
dents experiments in-
spired from Piet Mondrian
abstract painting, Festi-
val of lights 2010, Lyon,

France. Source:
www.fetedeslumieres.lyon.fr
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Abstract:One of the factors of vitality in urban spaces is the nation-
al and memorial events that occur frequently or yearly in public spaces
around the world. This phenomenon has an impact on the form and type
of people interaction with urban spaces which are not merely physical
or formal. The example of annual festivals with a particular concept like
light, can be considered in this discussion. With a glance at some lights
festivals in the world: Diwali (India), Saint-lucie (Scandinavia), Festival of
lights (Europe), fire festivals (Iran), this article is focused on Lyon’s Fes-
tival of lights (Fete des Lumiéres) and urban management strategies to
improve the quality of citizens participation.

The city of Lyon that is named today the capital of light, hosts yearly the
creative and artistic lighting projects to continue a traditional event which
dares backs to 1852. In four days of December, this celebration of light
unveils the architectural elements of the city, through the illuminating of
monuments, streets, hills and river banks.

The municipality of Lyon’s participation in this event began in 1989 in
such way that the Festival of Lights has now evolved into a major tourist
attraction. The article approach is interested particularly in how the urban
management strategies have developed the festival from a local scale to
an international event. For example the festival organizer, yearly invites
the different cultures to present their traditional ceremonies, or beside the
professional projects, hosts the amatory projects and allows students
from schools of art, architecture, design and engineers to practice their
ideas and creativities.

From the social view, this event could activate local communities and
build a common sense of affiliation to restore local customs and traditions.
It also offers the habitats sensory experiences which differ from everyday
routine. Traditionally the Lyon’s habitats still illuminate little lights (“des
lumignons”) on their windowsills and balconies. The light is still a symbol
of hope and youth in dark nights of winter, but is no longer just for security
and illumination, it has become more and more an essential component of
the urban landscape, one that reveals the city’s texture without denaturing
them and gathers the people interactively in urban space.

Though, there are some critical points about augmentation of commer-
cial aspects to tourist attraction, insufficient ways to economize the en-
ergy consummation, forgetting its origin, it seems that this festival inspired
from a traditional event and supported by the municipality, have improved
the people relation with urban spaces where light can act as an urban im-
age device and a unifying element in city.

Keywords: Festival of lights, Social interaction, Urban space, Lyon’s
municipality
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