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Pic1. Palette of landscape 
elements and indigenous 
architecture, France.
Source: the dossiers of the 
Causses and the Cévennes 
world heritage inscribed on 
UNESCO, December 2010.

(Les Cévennes)

Pic2. The seasonal migra-
tion of the sheep creates 
the cultural landscape 
of Les Cévennes region, 
France. Source: the dos-
siers of the Causses and 
the Cévennes world heri-
tage inscribed on UNES-
CO, December 2010.
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(Les Cévennes)

 Causses

Pic3. Landscape structure 
plan of Les Cévennes re-
gion, France. Source: the 
dossiers of the Causses and 
the Cévennes world heri-
tage inscribed on UNESCO, 
December 2010.

(Vexin)

zstudio
Pic4. Vexin natural park 
location on Paris urban 
area border, France.
Source: zstudio archi-
tectural group archives, 
Paris, November 2010.

(Vexin)
 zstudio

France. 
Source:zstudio architec-
tural group archives, Par-
is, November 2010.
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Abstract:This paper tries to introduce and clarify different interpre-
tations of urban landscape through studying the examples of this case 
which have been observed and analyzed by the author during her aca-
demic and professional experiences.

related to urban landscape, showcases different viewpoints that are differ-
ent in each city. They also represent very various approaches and several 
plans for multiple developments in the city.

The concept of «landscape» is derived from the natural environment in 
the Western culture. This article emphasizes mostly on the “classic” con-
cept of landscape to present the urban landscape and cityscape concepts 
particularly. In the following, this naturalist background faces unexpected 
and new approaches in these current developments.

-
ful view” is introduced. The “beautiful landscape” can be interpreted as a 
set of objects and actors on the stage where harmony is produced by their 
qualitative relations.

In the next part, the nature is introduced as an embrace and depositary 
of human activities. In this part the cultural landscape of Les Cévennes 
region is discussed as a landscape relied on domestication and migration.

The title of the third part is the “hidden dimension of landscape” and 
three different dimensions are mentioned for rural landscape: agronomy 
landscape, urban landscape and also a hidden subterranean landscape; 
this hidden dimension is a mental landscape and combination of multiple 
and diverse experiences beyond just visual experiences. Rural domains 

-
istics of rural landscape in France.

The article continues introducing a preservative-archeological land-
scape approach and the Vexin natural park is discussed as a case study.

“Landscape and the Power Structure” is another title discussed in this 
article which is introduced as a result of a regulation obeying system. The 
western city has been formed based on military standards and it has been 

-
cal system known as “municipality” was formed.
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