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Pic2: Use of different colored lights to decorate the
facade and create an appeal. The color of lights has
nothing in common frequently. Tehran. Sattar Khan

Street, Kokab Street.
Source: Archive of Nazar research center, 2015.
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Pic5: Sensible use of lighting in order to create

a sense of stillness and grandeur of the building
induced by light shining drom bottom to top. Tehran,
Sheikh Bahayi Street, Khoddami Street.

Source: Archive of Nazar research center, 2015.
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Pic6: The intelligent use of lighting design in order
to emphasize on an intended part of the building.
Tehran, Sheikh Bahayi Street, Aftab Street.

Source: Archive of Nazar research center, 2015.
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Pic1: Lighting of building entrance

to instills value in the space and an
offer an inviting sense. Tehran, Sheikh
Bahayi Street, Khoddami Street.
Source: Archive of Nazar research
center, 2015.
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Pic3: The lighting emphasizes on
structure. Tehran, Elahiyeh Street,
Gheisar Street.

Photo by: Ashkan Mojib, 2015.
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Graph 1: The frequency graph of six lighting styles in residential buildings of Tehran.

Source: authors.
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Graph 2: Evaluation criteria of elected residential buildings of Tehran. Source:.authors.
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Lighting Typology of Housing Tehran

Recently we have witnessed residential lighting features in Tehran which
have caused visual turbulence in Tehran night landscape due to the absence of guiding
regulations and the lack of public awareness from public lighting entity. This reveals the
need for legislations to control this process. To establish regulating principals, a scientific
understanding of the lighting in the city has to be fulfilled. In this regard, 50 samples of
residential lighting in Tehran in the form of a study were carried out along with extensive
field observations. Observations show that the general residential lighting features follow
three main approaches including realistic performance, decorative as well as meaningful.
In addition, taking into account the conceptual and visual criteria, the facades can be
categorized in six groups with different characteristics.
The six categories present Tehran’s six residential facade lighting styles that are running
in parallel in the whole city. According to a sample survey, the most frequent style is the
Roman classical lighting in different areas of the city. In the following building facades of
the second and third category are more abundant in which designers have paid a greater
attention to color and form attractions. Meaningful and selective categories contribute to
a small percentage of residential sites in Tehran. Facades in which the lighting is used for
instilling a sense of meaning or emphasizing on a certain concept do not have a strong
position in night landscape of the city.
However, a cycle can be observed in lighting approaches. A cycle which begins with
selective (having functional goals) approaches and after passing decorative approaches ends
up with the same selective lighting approach in order to express the meaning and particular
purpose and aesthetics rather than function focuses.
Nevertheless, the decorative use of lighting in residential buildings and a large variety
and inconsistency of the lighting of the environment has led to visual inconformity.
Categorizing lighting approaches and recognizing theoretical aspects and characteristics of
each of these categories can be considered the first step in management and regulations of
night landscape of residential neighborhoods.

Tehran, Night landscape, Lighting, Facade, Residential building.





