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A review and critique on Citroen park as modern urban space

:" ;- .:'-._ i b " J)lg.3|éfk$l:>i:\ﬁ.ya&'
. : ; 38lo (g i
WWW.panOramiO.COm

re -

WA slasatycatana A Faled [ﬁﬂ



P9y Sy kS g (w3
oo (9 Sl ailo &

(P (§ 90 OO Fd
<o (6 yLomo ulhyl by S’
Mojdeh Mahdavi
Moghadam, M.Ain
landscape architecture
mojoo.mahdavi@gmail.com




Ol g (o Comns § S a5 b e 50 @oluo 00l S ooy g drwrgi 4y el 50 (6330 19A+ 4B 53 a8 yo iS00S
29 a1y (elasrl 5 golaidl (gullS’ (sladnir 45 <5 5 10 (6 ;e (§5lwgh (Sl (Sulows 397 0055 (gusio [ lig piesd (Lo
googll glad o zyb Sun 09 b iluil ol (gl (g3Le ! aalls 9 Sl (] A2 (59 yiomus 0] S 3l 2B )5 o0 2 53 o) 2
g2 (flodl g pllw (GLad SO 41 (5 e oot
SBCauils S50 (g2 cowlin (S0 9 09 o0 S L Lo 53 (oo Camy (215D 51 (g0 (ylgis 4 (gt sl oS 53 039 (2] 950!
b b lonsl (g yiw Syl (o Cuond Z15b (lgie @ lalS 5 canwgl "S> 50 LT ol o a1 oS i 5 G908
3395 319,05 iled &y Sy AililS 90 9 <5 > 50 Eb e wle €L colow gl g i €L : Joldh 551 calisio glocand o 1 (b o
2138 (glor 1 o (g bz g, 50 1 HE ko (g 31 Muumgy yy 003D il loxe s 3,559, b OLAT 50 Syl b lalS S SglgST
15t 9590 3231y LLaS el el yo b (sloo 159, (g yiumw I3 chlizko glaldad uli g (o8 yo LS 50 0 o0 WU 5Lilogs o)
alod (Byroly Canb b 0y65 1 53 lolS slas i o (gyg 51 g o0ls 1,

frd y 0 Cmny ¢339 ymwr S5l g 5l e LodS 351 g0alS (519

8 N .
o 1 = - : E8 i b
e : M i PR W ‘L o — —_

—

www.panoramio.com : asle oS b5 wgi suds (2lyb EL (Il Cound j0 (wls> 5o €L Gloi: Y pguad

Abstract: In the late 1980’s in France, a new urban renewal policy was adopted to address prob-
lems arising from uncontrolled industrial developments in urban areas. These developments
threatened the environment and affected the social life of citizens, thus the new urban renewal
policy was aimed at simultaneously tackling the physical, economic and social aspects of urban
life. The André-Citroén Park was formed as a result of this policy and became a starting point for
the renewal process. The main idea was to transform the polluted urban wasteland (in this case
the area housing the Citroen Company) into a healthy and social space. This avant-garde project
turned its relatively unknown creator, Gilles Clement, into a famous global landscape architect.
Today, this project - situated in the heart of Paris — is considered a global post-modern design
and is the perfect place to perceive Gilles Clement’s ecological concepts including his idea of
“Garden in Movement”. As the designer of the park’s northern landscapes, Gilles Clement has
displayed his unique ideas in various sections of the park including the White Garden and the
Black Garden, the Garden of Senses and the Garden in Movement. Clement, who has a back-
ground as an expert gardener and ecologist, creates designs that are concerned with sense and
movement. These designs are displayed in his six-themed ‘sense’ gardens and Garden of Move-
ment. The area is also adorned with two greenhouse pavilions. Lastly, an unkempt garden dis-
plays wilderness amongst the maintained. His counterpart designer Alain Provost1 showcases
modern geometries and sculptural plantings. This method of landscape designing provides or-
der in contrast to the wild designs of Clement. However, Clement’s ecological approach against
Provost’s strictly architectural designs has created a timeless work of landscape art.

This article is an attempt to introduce and analyze the various sections of the André-Citroén
Park and review the approaches taken by its creator based on his concepts as a landscape de-
signer.

Keywords: Gilles Clement, Paris, André-Citroén Park, post-modernism
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Citroen Park is a pioneer project
that raises Gilles Clement from an
unknown gardener to an interna-
tional landscape architect. Today,
this project in the heart of Paris is
considered as a symbol of post-
modern designs and is a proper
place to become familiar with Clem-
ent’s concepts especially his idea
of the Garden in Motion.
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1-Allain Provost” was the most famous French Land-
scape Architect when a competition to pick a de-
signer for the André-Citroén park took place in Par-
is. His works include designs for the La Courneuve
Park (1972-2000) in Seine-Saint-Denis.
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