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An Overview of the Sassanid Hunting-Parks of Western Iran
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Abstract: Historical Iranian texts have referred
to Sassanid landscape architecture and hunt-
ing-parks in the Kermanshahan and Bisotun ter-
ritories of Western Iran. Some of the oldest of
these texts include Al- A’laq Al- Nafsyya by Ibn-i-
Rasta (290 AH) and Al- Masalik va Al- Mamalik by
Estakhri (c. 320 AH). These historical accounts
are backed by archaeological evidence. The
three royal hunting grounds, Taras-e Farhad of
Bisotun, Tag-e Bostan in Kermanshah and the
Anaitis temple of Kangavar are the only and
most outstanding examples of ancient Iranian
landscape architecture discovered yet. Taras-e
Farhad, a chiseled rock face on the Bisotun cliff,
was part of a royal hunting-ground discovered
among other Sassanid remains in the village
of Bisotun. This hunting-park was designed on
the basis of Iranian gardens. In Kermanshah,
the harmonic natural elements including water,
mountain and forest as well as the remaining
bas-reliefs introduce Taqg-e Bostan as a daskara
or royal hunting-field. The stone remains known
as the Parthian temple of Anaitis in the city of
Kangavar is actually a country pavilion and a
royal hunting-ground of a Sassanid court.
Hypothesis: The historic remains in the west-
ern city of Kangavar are not part of the Parthian
Temple of Anaitis but the remains of a daskira or
hunting-ground belonging to Sassanid kings.

Keywords: Sassanid era, Taras-e Farhad of
Bisotun, Anaitis temple in Kangavar, Taqg-e
Bostan in Kermanshah, Daskara (Persian for
hunting-park & pavilion.

o QL =Y g
) B A L 9900l
P9 sl oliboly by
:s)lq_gii J=o Sl
1850 awg) Sluw,l 0390

AABIYAD wolyaze

O Sy =Y g
&l G L 9900l
S0 g ey ol r0ad
Jb 50 il gl 0ol
(IS Jomo 9ol S
W33l dpwg) Glino,l 0390

ANNYAL olysoxo

Lo (55 loxo 51 (Gudlgd 4 SewdlS (Fu )b (950 58 100aSs
Sk e g 9 Glaliiile )5 4>l )3 0 ;8w g Jlie g
YD LT 33 35 0403 31 .l o0 0 )L 0 paslST g oz
«SIlowod! SIlcadI 2 g (3 -0 YR¢) «iiwy oal» 51 €]
A2lgus .l ouilo HEoL 4 (5 =2 YV e .2) « (g yxbaol» iy
a1y (e U 6l 8135 (2l o 0922 g 35 Ll oy Ll
Ol Gl ¢y g (Sl 0185505 4o 45 iS5 g0 w5
Lo (5 lono 51058 4 pasio 9 50U (laaiges Ledd ;955 g
A i (gLl ol 58 0 Kws 9 SlgS colow gyl g
iloads (pyl35 g alS yeaSU

30 ol ol 18 plodli sui g )lxe dxduo ( Glawl vge 5o
a2l 51 BgdSo (5 koo T b Wgay 50 ¢ygimmmnns 095 i
o5 )50 g 0 yKwd S Ae gomo ((ygium SISO 41 pg—wgo
3 S0 S (Sl pl L 6951 5l a5 Slo o0 S5 | (el
9095 ol (2l polie Kiblod jgui> o oLiiilo S el )0
20 (Fod  Filalw ot 8ud g lre ladions ju gl
o5 )50 9 0 ySwd S 1) i Bl Oy S0 0S5 b S il
daro 4y B pmo (S il g S (o0 (B yro (Sl
s A1 e Wz 3 oliile 5 (bl 5SS ot 5o Lina il
9l daro SO & ol 50 Lol 39 o0 (B yro Ll wge
CbMw (S0 ool g 0 ySiwd asl (Lo lil dpdl oliciw y
ewl 009 Slwlw

NUETIRY vamwormgy Jt R W YU (ool age 1 guls Olfj‘g
0 38w ¢yl 3l ¢ g S gLl

9 020y Sl ) g
S8y il oLl
003 )55 s s lo gy i 8590

R ol 5 5 o) ) Foslact Zﬁﬂ



dad gluls olilexs a5 ol aigl € ol 2Ig» Lol (Erdmann, 1943 <\ YAY
e gl aslie a5 ol JSlgl og e VY XY« ¢
Oeized (bl oliile )57 50 iy Gl Ol glaglasl 5l 5555 s ygand (o
(Salzmann, 1976) ouS (g x> 55 cwdlome o« 55 gl (528 ,b 10 oS wilaculss oo
‘5“\-]99-7‘40 ‘) ui wsls (SF g oved =2 L?ui 5 Sl Jdoa 3% <<uﬁ:"% r:‘)ﬂj»
ool 0093 31,5 o8 pummss oyl )859, 4 aulis aS” asdls pladl Lol Sl
(Kleiss, 1970)
0,50 g Hlats g lasre (g lexs 5 galgd a4y ST B U ygie (o Cpioren
9 ol ‘&L» ‘;.j Sy ‘L;.w;)e))‘ 90dl o)L.i'J OF e g QL&L’LJLA; il o
48y e s By yra sl g gy S 5 (1006 puS) 0uilST 5 o Sl 4
digh Sloodl SIluadl (50 YA +) Ay ol 31 dasd] VT« Lo (g5 sl
Gl o V18,90 (5 2 YFV) logl &b jius (§ o2 VYAYYY Gadb) (o 5o
2 Sl (M 5 5 lomo a2l5d gy B ISl (sl 2l ]
(;L»Lw ol w%j Lgl.w}.‘).‘aa)‘dsgml oD Lg)‘»)).ﬂjb).o.a/\‘ x A él.u‘
T sl Ao S (T 98) sV YAY o) 92T 5 (5 pgaie) 3,10
Lgb.‘?ud&]Jb‘xlw‘ob;(;)Mj‘b_w‘.\.u o)‘s)bujal)t.l‘_é)_wé]»o&s\.o
3,38 (oo gt 297 & pomze 2 5 el (B0 e 3l alioe ol 5355
o0 By 30 OIS (6 lme 0975 (rizpan 19505 50 Aadiz yos (i s 51 45
S Bl e Sl ayls a5 05 sz hae | a8 ol el 0l 08
i b opl adl il Sl pl Slals Wb el 00is 5olS j9um a5 ¢ 3l sola 3

dao ol oyg,0 aS il _Gls

(Oled) 098 @L}) 9 oy (e bl sl els dauly 4 b
Ly‘);ol.m)ﬁ)‘t\so)‘obys&muwﬁw‘ouu;u OUGU‘}MJ)Q
oo wol dgll il g 5y slacs ;50 dodl (55 1 5 iles 5 Ll
35 ol iole 8 a8 sas e oyl BT ol el oo (gl oS 3 S5 ighi 5,180
Yo bl i85 052 yuizre 10l pgd gy g 5l i 3l ailes
Sl LBl e ol gole 3 Abgos 1o (55lulain] 3 Slw,ol Sl a5 S oo
Ll P9 | 009 uLo....JLt U‘f‘ w).l‘o).c Q’A..S 5 u—‘ UAM w9 uwaL:.l
oltilo,S 30 Gl Bl s 5 09,55 10 sl Sbaallans L1, T g o0
Blb Ol alie sudloee 5 (leal o il 5ol 13 plesls Lol a6 x> (slas B (o a8

Lol Q5L 5 0503 ol o (ullme 5 sl o] aiilon b iyl p0y (i

Ol @3l Ol yw oliilo ,S

S8 50 58 S 9 oS Gullore (B9 e 9 (Sl (Oloe 0 L
ol o sl oliile S jo iy Gl gl bauis sl e ¢ Sl Jbyo g
5 OS5l (e Lbolron & 1S oo ovaliie | (Lol a9 g (9
S el 515 baals IS8 4 w0gl (60505 (s 50 B 2l (L1
598 By g (Tlaall &) o)ls w1 e 5l Sl a5 ¢ uade sinasel oS
Ol 5 gm0 Slizes )0 (eizen (Y pgad) WS oo Bl 00 |, dlials
LS55 5 OISl 5 wlonS g 515 laals ol )5 oS i on ol 2l
S bl g old sl b g amban ) Glaal it g conl 5 8 2 o (ol
a5 o ol 515

59900 slo S ol 1o 5 i Bl Ol gt 3l 0le 8 ailen
Ao G il 1) T a5 sl 0gS o 50 00 (6l gl g9 JSKE  (glo Sss
9a5) 3,18 JalS Gl il cglas ) Llod s dgs] s a8 sl e poo (55150 oz
Bai s x> slbdiono 5 g d i 5055 ol b jolie Kinlen 3o (0
9 0ySd So 1y Gl Gl Sl R0 b STl o (Sen o sl e
5 ool sl 90 cyal 45 Cusls LA 10 i e g 1S o 2B yme iilal oS S
@ b rizres Sl o3gy S8 sl e 289 o (ibal s g 0Lt ugle Jore
sl o T San as mtli@l,swbﬁmwﬁud)@@m
355 4z g g ST i)l plyisl g i bl ol o o plo e

S—beS S ¥ g
oo 3 -y - Ll
s i lo S ol ilg 5

AYAY ‘9")9"?‘ 9 S0

390 Sl Bl aads o UL s (S laciw 3| (S s g 6,5 K0 s <
O o gdale 98 5 1 lgws (0SBl ol iials ).3;5,03 el e S (59,
Lubfé)y)aafﬁuwwlcjw L’JLJ‘ J)LC ng)fla}‘w‘w
Ol pimles andlas sa i 185 IS5 ol o 5 Lé_.Jl?zﬁ Do o0 (5SS ad yo
Sl 0099 g5yl i 5l a8 8y Koo paises

Ohes 3wy B S £y Ayl 5 rizren (Frye, 1963; Curtis, 2000)
il g &lod 5" pms i 1y (53l 0S8y S lgms S pgi (058 o (S Al
9 e 0 5l (pladizs 13 sl hgs oS B 9 9,505 dald lags oS 5o
.(Frye, 1963; Herrmann, 1977) 545 oo odalice o255 515 31,5

Llod 4y 5 a8l (6 ion 0505 Slowle o )0 o ¢ IS0 gloaizs ol
Syl adasdle Bl 8 00 ol oll e ol Ko baiglie 1o 25 5 oS
uL’?uL)OT 5}5.4 3 aS 5L5|L.ul.~.o 5)“440 4.0.:.‘ 9 )Ua ‘é).?b' 61-’%_-,-*-*-*' 9 uLE_M S92
S e ) Sl Glald wigh oo ()05 (S )95 s ) el 5 G5
aly Do)k Gl il olé s 5 (2555 ST oy e SIS Sl 0 00y L o)l
39V ea) {OVYAY gl jo2 | 5 (5 ) 5ain) Wlools o 39,0 5 p90 593l ¢ Jol Houlis
GlM‘)U)y‘)wJWGALM)‘LSMSQLQSB) )QOMMUJQA}M‘);
SolS x5 0525y laliile S AU jlasl, aslisbinl asled o Slowls
UL..IL.:L..:olf)b)é)&axiﬁﬁjwbww)hmjhmkg)umjwkl:u
e 598 g lins Bl gy (sidal o8 IS0 A o] jo 4T (S e 0SS
D5 s

3 Sl Slaiges coads jap—inn (ylsie pl 4 Jale 4y aS (5508 gliall wes
Sl Gl oy 100,90 ol (laolS,IKs (sloe s

‘5)@)"5) as 0dg tj)).v Lglwfu..j.. Lgl).v sPLo.vl.t Lol o.\.._..ﬂ).a u,.»lé ‘u,ul)mLa:).é

uL-u..AL Lv .\45.‘4 39 ¢y g °5S :LH._...J BN u,u‘).nb'.b)s ﬁLo..tL 50— 6}7& Aman
@yl 518 T bl 10 45 ¢y g 83SBO 4 pg—wwge duxb 5l By sl (Db g
65ﬂl=\5‘)|‘)‘5.ads.u‘subl.m»){,c)é b@hL-.Ablf}iﬁ:so)i_wQASﬂa&M
b b5 aitbales o8 S ol degarms 4l 02 ol (6ol co, S o
glingd 5uler YA )52l 5 (5 y3mi0) Coml 3y yondl (oo B 5 gy
o lols BT aglin 10 &las,l &y 5 Slulu pgs g s a |, ol 5ole )3
652 5 (6 paie) Wlod S Cgmio (PFOR = FAT) s 39,0 411y ] eyl



Sl ola b doxivo Y 3 guai
BT sl g g
Gl lwle Sigs

S—bgS lally F y guai

MA_: g 2o 9 s
BRI PR O U B V- H |

Sy ST sle g

SIS g (S bbpyliwl wale— (wlwl

Bl Ol 9 (gt 48 g0 S92 g0 (5 )l
Syl ypaz 9 Sl pl Eb 65N 5 i b (ylims
4 By yro Ly 9 g yloro 9 O cju—w (LA (152
yaw bdiges wiled o «)gllS sLuall o
S Glwlw (4] 590 (BB S (g lono 3l (50,5

Based on archaeological evidence
and historical reports, the Bisotun and
Tag-e Bostan structures, built on the
basis of Iranian gardens and complete
with greenery and water, as well as the
structure known as the Temple of Ana-
hita in Kangavar can be considered as
unique architectural examples of Sas-
sanid-era hunting-grounds.
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