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Norouz Ritual, Iranian Cultural Landscape

The hung carpets on the wall, green buds borne in the early spring on bare trees and the grey background of sky are
the three elements of Iranian traditional landscape welcoming Norouz.

People getting prepared for the spring create a special landscape in cities and villages throughout history. The time cir-
culation is so meaningful to these people. The nature has created a special view in the land of Iran with the combination
of light, the colors of the sky, the land, vegetations, animals, people and the architectural forms. The circulation of time
and the rebirth of seasons admirably help the formation of different identities in the lives of Iranian people. Spring is the
season of life, rebirth, growth, work, vitality and the season for entering new phases for numerous opportunities. Spring
also means benefit and blessing; therefore, many Iranian people have chosen the name of “Bahar”, that means spring,
among the four seasons for their daughters.

This meaning of spring has lead to inception of many legends and myths that have created multiple events and tradi-
tions such as Norouz.

Norouz tradition is a set of Iranian behavior with live scenes and symbols. The rush for cleaning the carpets which
depict spring in their pattern, when the sky is filled with grey clouds and the trees have come out of the hibernation and
have blossomed, they all create a cultural and meaningful landscape for Iranian people. A meaning as old as history of
Iran and people interaction in their land; Norouz is an Iranian cultural landscape.

“Ayda Alehashemi” has confined this cultural landscape in a magnificent frame.
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