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Pic1: Aerial photo of Ram-
bla Pedestrian Street. Lo-
cated in the historic fabric
of Barcelona and near
the sea, Rambla had the
potential to become a
tourism hub. These fea-
tures were considered in
preparing the city for the
1992 Olympics. Source:
www.wikimedia.org
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Pic2: La Boqueira mar-
ket, Europe's largest
food market which was
built in the 19th century
in the place of a convent.
During the 18th and 19th
century, Rambla con-
verted to a promenade
with residential buildings,
and the existing convents
were replaced with pla-
zas and markets. Source:
www.wikimedia.org
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Pic3: Christopher Colum-
bus monument, which
was built in the late 19th
century. This outstand-
ing historical element of
Barcelona city acts as the
Junction of the five Ram-
blas -or boulevards- and
the Sea Rambla. Source:
www.wikimedia.org
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Pic4: Rambla Pedestrian
Street at the beginning of
20th century. This street
was constructed as a
pedestrian-oriented street
from the beginning and the
revitalization of this street
in the 80's was planned
and implemented with the
same goal. Valuing the
existing status of space
as well as emphasizing on
the existing characteristics
is one of the main policies
in the revitalization of Eu-
ropean cities. Source:
www.citypictures.net
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Pic5: A five-lane route in
the center of the street
was allocated to pedes-
trian sidewalk as a rein-
terpretation strategy of
the street, a lane from
each side was assigned
to public transport sys-
tem. These two paths are
separated by stretched
rows of trees Source:
www.wikimedia.org
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Pic6: The wooden bascule
bridge, a modern exten-
sion for a traditional walk.
Since the deserted beach
of Barcelona had no ef-
fect in creation of public
memory, a modern design
and an innovative strategy
was adopted for this part
of the Rambla Source:
www.wikimedia.org
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Pic7: The crowd is now
a part of landscape
on Rambla Pedestrian
Street, therefore it is al-
most impossible to imag-
ine walking down the
Rambla without the flood-
ing crowd. This street has
become the most active
part of city for both tour-
ists and citizens and the
most successful achieve-
ment of the Municipality
of Barcelona. Source:
www.wikimedia.org
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Pic8: Rambla at Christ-
mas night, the streetscape
changes during various
festivals and celebra-
tions with the presence of
people, decorating of the
street and pleasing per-
formances Source:
www.wikimedia.org
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Pic 10: Flower stalls in
Rambla de les Flors. The
types of goods offered in
here have a large impact on
the vitality of space. Source:
www.Wikimedia.org
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Pic9: You may consider
Rambla Street as recre-
ation of traditional Span- | %
ish gardens in the urban
context. As the tall dense
trees in the first five Ram-
blas represent the plants
in those gardens, the
presence of sea in the [
new Rambla is considered
the symbol of water in tra-
ditional gardens. Source:
www.wikimedia.org
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Public as
landscape

Social life emergence
in pedestrian spaces

Samaneh Rahmdel, M.A in Landscape Architecture,
University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
Samaneh_rahmdel@yahoo.com

The main aim in restoration of the "Rambla"
by the Barcelona municipality was to recreate
the public memory of street as a traditional
promenade, and convert this street to a tourism
hub. To achieve the goal, it was necessary to
make some major changes in the social fabric
of "Rambla" in the 80s such as changing the
function of some buildings from residential to
service-commercial that would integrates with
the surrounding fabric and the street function.
These changes were done to restore the for-
mer spatial quality of the street and the main-
tenance and strengthen of some commercial
activities such as flower and food marketing
had a greater emphasis on this idealistic spatial
quality. In fact, changing the street from an un-
desirable social-functional situation to a combi-
nation of old memorable promenade to provide
future tourism hub was the real achievement
of this project. That main slogan of project
was: »Citizens have close relationship with the
public spaces and overall theme of the city«.
Therefore, they found the success of the proj-
ect in the amount of visiting people.

Rambla pedestrian walkway, as the most
successful achievement of the Municipality of
Barcelona, has becomes the most active part
of city for both tourists and citizens. Public in-
terest proves that Rambla pedestrian has been
very successful in achieving its main goal by
bringing people to the old and abandoned
historic fabric and transforming it into a global
promenade. Intelligent urban management and
the correct understanding of the structures of
different parts of the street lead to two general
diverse strategies for the reinterpretation pro-
cess; finally, they both achieved the common
goal and created a walkway whose main actors
were people.

In the end, Federico Garcia Lorca said that:
«La Rambla is the only street in the world which
| wish would never end».

Specified Issue of pedestrian life in
the mundial experiences, March 2012
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Pic 12: Street painters,
invariant but permanent
components in urban
landscape of Ramblas.
Alike temporary artistic-
commercial activities
participate extensively in
shaping the landscape of
Rambla, besides being
the reason for success in
attracting tourists. Source:
www.Wikimedia.org
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Pic 11: Street performers,
the live landscape char-
acters on Rambla Street.
These artists are lively and
dynamic landscape ele-
ments in the reinterpreta-
tion of this street. Source:
www.Wikimedia.org




