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Pic1: Parque Ambiental and
Paseo Urbano Juan: stairs
lead down into a small pocket
park established in a canyon
next to a Metro cable station.
The connection street turned
into the neighborhood’s main
promenade, Source: Topos,
2013: 38.
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Pic2: Unidad Deportival el
Socorro offers a new play-
ground and fields for team
sports. A municipal initia-
tive organizes the sports
activities and the mainte-
nance of the space. Only

a few trees provide shade,
Source: Topos, 2013: 39.
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L
LE- BIG
IMPACT?

Medellin's Integral
Urban Projects’

Eva Schwab, Gloria Aponte

Translated (from English to Persian):

Sayma Khajehei, M.A in Post-disaster reconstruction, Sha-
hid Beheshti University, Iran. sayma.khajehei@gmail.com
Nahid Rahimi, M.A in Landscape Architecture, Imam Kho-
meini International University, Iran. Nahidrahimii@gmail.com

Abstract:Small-sized interventions like pock-
et parks or playgrounds aim to initiate develop-
ments for the improvement of social and physi-
cal conditions in the Colombian metropolis.

Medellin's spatial and social transforma-
tion- both in the city centre and in the periph-
eral settlements- has turned the city from one
of the most dangerous hotspots of a drug-
related armed conflict into a show case for
inclusive urban upgrading and development.
While the transformative process are made
visible through spatial interventions of diverse
scale, their foundation has been laid through
a series of planning and urban development
documents, which changed both planning law
and the understanding of the city. These docu-
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ments intend to focus on a holistic approach to
urban development and recognize the stark so-
cial disparities as one of its main impediments.
Accordingly, the last three Urban Development
Plans aim to improve the city’s governability
and economic performance, erase poverty and
inequality, and change its image-both nationally
and internationally.

Keywords: Medellin, Integral urban projects,
Urban development, Iconic design.

Endnote

1. This article is translated in :Schwab, E. & Gloria,
A. (2013). Small SCALE - BIG IMPACT, Medellin's
Integral Urban Projects. Topos, 84: 36-43.
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Topos, 2013: 40 : sl
Pic4: Several Escaleras
Electric connect the lower
and upper parts of the
Comuna. The area pro-
vides small playgrounds
and meeting spaces for
the community. The origi-
nal viaduct from the mid-
1990s has been adapted
to meet these functions,
Source: Topos, 2013: 43.
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Pic3: for the parquet 20
de Julio traffic routing
was changed to create a
public open space on a
former street. This project
is part of a development
that connects to other
promenades, sports fa-
cilities, and communal,
Source: Topos, 2013: 40.
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