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Pic1: High line is not an
architectural project but a
complete landscape proj-
ect, a park on a transport
facility, or rather a kind of
roof garden that has many
different terrains, paths, rest
areas and plant beds vary-
ing in width and interlocking
in different ways, New York.
Source: Askarzadeh, 2011.
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Shape1. Landscape Grammar diagram. Source: Author, 2013.
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Grammatical Functions of Post-Industrial Landscape

Mehdi Partar, M.A in Landscape Architecture, University of Tehran, Iran. mehdipartar@yahoo.com

Abstract:Landscape in post-industrial areas
has a specific grammar from other ones. And
these structural differences are visible through
grammar indexes.

This article presents the concept of a land-
scape grammar and provides a review of this
concept in post-industrial urban areas. This
grammar can analyze the characteristics of
a landscape by means of spatial syntax rules
and using specific vocabulary for each land-
scape objects. On the other hand, using a
generative system, helps recreate the land-
scape. The landscape grammar and the type
of dialogue between human and landscape
can be altered by changing the atmosphere
of space with a growing change in economi-
cal policies of industrial age. Modern humans
constantly experiences new ways of life in new
urban fabrics. Changes in boundaries of the
city caused by urban sprawl and encounter-
ing large scale areas which disrupt fluidity of
urban activity, constitute the new paradigms of
urban landscape as a new challenge as well. In
fact, modern man continuously consumes the
space, excretes it and faces it again. This pro-
cess of encountering with abandoned human-
built landscapes is a stimulus for a jump to new
aesthetical landscape grammar in Brownfield
areas. The rest of this paper seeks to extract
and conclude some indicators for landscape
grammar in post-industrial areas by using 3
examples of basic approaches of landscape
theorist in 3 projects.

Landscape in post-industrial urban areas is
revivable and urban life is not only stopped in
these areas but also lasts and grows just like
a silkworm and these areas have a concept of
metamorphosis. This concept includes physi-
cal aspects of an evolving organism and the
term “post-industrial” needs to be modified
through this kind of interpretation. Culture of in-
dustrialization life will remain until human exists
on this planet. According to this reinterpretation
these areas will gain specific characteristics of
metamorphosis and some of its indicators in-
clude items below:

- New aesthetical sense of a place

- Analogical values of result landscape and
articulating layers of information

- Horizontal surfaces without strict function of
space
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Keywords: Urban Landscape, Pattern Lan-
guage, Landscape Grammar, Post-Industrial
landscape.
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Pic2: Koolhaas explains: We
have confined ourselves to
devising a framework capa-
ble of absorbing and endless
series of further meanings,
extensions, or intentions,
without entailing compromis-
es, redundancies, or contra-
dictions. Our strategy is to
agree on the simple dimen-
sion of adventure.
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