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Pic2: Milad tower as the
most important building
in the skyline of Tehran.
Source: archieve of Na-
zar research center.
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focal Points

The Role of Milad Tower in Urban
facade of Tehran

Mehrdad Karimi Moshaver, Associate Professor of architecture department, Bu Ali Sina
University of Hamedan, mkmoshaverl@gmail.com

Abstract: Among the significant contributing elements in shaping the
skyline of every city are the towers. Every tower is considered a landmark
which provides a profound meaning and importance to the city’s skyline.
The role of towers can be discussed in semantic, aesthetic and visual
aspects. Further than that the scale of their influence on the city is also
noticeable, which is discussed in macro and micro scales in this paper.

High-rises in different historic periods are considered and functioned as
a tribune for presenting the society’s mind. Many obligations and require-
ments of different periods of history can be analyzed through tall monu-
ments of many societies. Therefore, a framework of judging and interpret-
ing the tall monuments is shaped. Considering the mentioned fact, it is
necessary to know public spontaneous interpretation of high-rises. Unity,
solidarity and continuity should also be considered in the design and plan-
ning of every unique tower.

Nowadays, the height of the building is no more a concerning issue
and more attention is paid to persistence of the building as a permanent
cultural symbol in macro scales. Probably, the main problem in planning
for Tehran city is the goal of achieving maximum height for Milad Tower
and not achieving a tower which reflects local and indigenous symbols
that can become global.

Milad Tower does not properly match the skyline of Tehran and the city
view. It can probably be concluded that it is connected inappropriately to
the skyline, because there are less tall buildings in Tehran.

This paper tries to discuss the influence of Milad Tower on urban facade
and view of Tehran in macro-scale based on theoretical framework re-
gardless of the functional aspects. Regarding the researches and studies
it is concluded in this paper that Milad Tower has not been successful in
representing Tehran as an urban landmark.

Keywords: Tower, Skyline, Aesthetic dimension, Visual dimension.
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Pic3: Milad tower is like
an island between high-
ways and is inaccessible
for Tehran’s citizens and
due to that the impossibil-
ity of forming their collec-
tive memories nearby the
Milad tower, as the sym-
bol of the city, is ruined.
Source: www.flickr.com
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