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Pic2: How to make a
CPUL City: 1. Bring your
own city. /2. Map all your
existing open spaces and
connect them through
green infrastructure. / 3.
Insert agriculturally pro-
ductive land. (Note: you
may wish to alternate be-
tween 2 and 3.) / 4. Feed
your city! Source: Bohn
&Viljoen Architects, 2002.
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Picl: The CPUL concept.

‘|J Green corridors provide a
continuous network of pro-

ductive open space con-
taining routes for non-ve-
hicular movement. Variable
fields for urban agriculture
and other outdoor work/
leisure activities are locat-
ed within the network and

serve adjacent built-up ar-

eas. Source: Bohn&Viljoen
Architects, 2002.
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Pic3: Exploded London.
One of our earliest calcula-
tions: Adding an extra 30%
to London’s surface area,
would allow London to cul-
tivate all its fruit and vege-
table requirements without
changing any already used
open space. Source: Bohn
& Viljoen Architects, 1998.
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Pic7:  Finding Parque
Lenin. In 2006, Bohn
&Viljoen carried out a
survey about the percep-
tion of urban agriculture
amongst local residents
in Havana, Cuba, con-
cluding that people do not
see productive land.

FINDING PARQUE LENIN

1%, Peaple sarreyed in Havana
daring Nevembser 2006 ns part of
the prejeet Finding Pargee Lenin.

4, peepile visiod Parcue Lenin
 beast ensce i their Life (95.5%6)

scapes as equivalent to
more established forms
of urban landscapes.
Source: Bohn&Viljoen Ar-
chitects, 2008

Pic6: The Urban Agricul-
ture Curtain. Working pro-
totype for a vertical pro-
ductive urban landscape
as part of the exhibition
London Yields. The sys-
tem developed with Had-
low Agricultural College
utilizes industry standard
hydroponic  components
and produces fortnightly
crops for use in the Build-
ing Centre's restaurant.
Source: Bohn&Viljoen Ar-
chitects, 2009.
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CPUL: Continuvours Productive
Urban landscape

New Approach to integrating agriculture and urban

Prof. Katrin Bohn, Architect, senior lecturer in architecture at the University of Brighton  office@bohnandviljoen.co.uk.
Prof. André Viljoen, Architect, senior lecturer in architecture at the University of Brighton office@bohnandviljoen.co.uk.

Translated by (from English to Persian): Shahrzad Khademi shahrzad.khademi@gmail.com
Zahra Askarzadeh zahra.askarzade@gmail.com

Abstract: This paper focuses on urban agriculture as one of the major
components of CPUL (Continuous Productive Urban Landscape). CPUL
CITY concept can make urban space more productive for the city and
more desirable for its citizens and describes our vision for an urban future
based on the planful physical, social and managerial introduction of con-
tinuous productive urban landscapes (CPUL) including urban agriculture
into existing and emerging cities.. The goal is to improve qualities of life.
The CPUL City concept proposes that urban agriculture can contribute to
more sustainable and resilient food systems while also adding beneficially
to the spatial quality of the urban realm. It is an environmental design
strategy and provides a strategic framework for the theoretical and practi-
cal exploration of ways to implement such landscapes within contempo-
rary urban design.

Designing a CPUL means to create a qualitative urban landscape
which, above all, thrieves to incorporate the growing of local and organic
food. A systemic approach needs to be taken to integrate the physical
CPUL / CPUL space into existing or new to establish local managerial
systems, i.e. a stakeholder network and/or waste recycling and/or a water
system. The CPUL City concept recognises that each city and each site
will present a unique set of conditions and competing pressures informing
the final shape and extent of its productive landscapes. Today, the CPUL
City concept is complimented by other urban design concepts for integrat-
ing urban agriculture into contemporary Western cities. Often these start
from an interest different to CPUL and result in a different set of propos-
als, but all have began to explore the design possibilities of growing food
within the urban realm.

Finally the paper concludes that, while urban agriculture is receiving a
great deal of attention, the theory underpinning the design of productive
landscapes and the rationale for developing policy to support its prac-
tice will require sophisticated cross-disciplinary work to articulate the full
potential of concepts such as CPUL in making essential infrastructure
within future sustainable cities. Concepts like Continuous Productive Ur-
ban Landscape (CPUL) and CPUL City provide design strategies capable
of giving spatial and organisational coherence to the infrastructural and
qualitative aspects of urban agriculture.

The paper documents the growing interest in productive landscape and
the CPUL concept within the fields of architecture and urbanism. To trans-
late this interest into practice will require further cross-disciplinary work.
The design, planning, landscape, horticultural and retail professions will
need to relearn old and develop new skills to support, in particular, the
practice of urban agriculture. If urban agriculture is to be widely adopted,
its functions, in addition to environmental sustainability, such as provid-
ing urban ornament, require articulation. If the economic and social infra-
structure can be put in place to support it, we could build something far
more abundant and significant than that envisaged by a romantic notion
of “growing your own”.

Urban agriculture might then answer the fundamental question about
our urban future by offering more experience with less consumption.
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