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Pics1&2: Protection of Hu-
mayun’s tomb historical
and heritage site and reviv-
al of that toward becoming
a community space with lo-
cal activities. Photos: seyed
amir mansouri, 2012.
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Tab1: Targets, policies
and planning method in
integrated approach to
intervention in The Niza-
muddin Urban Renewal.
Source: author.
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Pics3_5: The process de-
sign and restoration of Sun-
der Nursery garden based
on combination of heritage
sites, natural and native
landscaspe of delhi, includ-
ing the ecological elements
such az native plants, riv-
ers, hills and marshy ar-
eas. Source: AKDN, 2008;
Sandeep Bogadhi, 2012.
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Pic7: Create the intercon-
nection network of histori-
cal and modern spaces
in the urban fabric. The
urban renewal project of
Nezamuddin Basti. Delhi,
India. Source: Author.

pic6: Intervention in the
historica fabric of Neza-
muddin Basti based on
three sets of Humayun’s
Tomb, Sunder Nursery
garden and Nezamuddin
neighbourhood and de-
fine the various human’s
activities for sustainable
of human presence in the
historical spaces.Source:
AKDN, 2008; and Archive
of the author.
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Nizamuddin Basti project: An integrated network of historical and current space

landscape approach
in urban restoration

Arman Miniator Sajadi, M.A. in Landscape Architecture, Imam Khomeini International University of Qazvin, Iran  Arman_miniator@yahoo.com

Abstract:City is a phenomenon arising from the community, geogra-
phy and culture and it is formed from the relationship and interactions be-
tween spaces, attitudes, and social - cultural and historic fields. Following
an urbanism tradition of colonial period in modern Indian cities, there exist
open independent and governmental spaces that are allocated to national
ceremonies. The existence of these independent spaces results in ap-
pearance of monumental urban spaces which disconnects these spaces
from human aspects and eventually from the city.

The dynamics of urban open spaces in the old fabric which are in re-
lation with other live movements of neighborhoods in the city and have
caused various collisions in encountering urban historic tissue. These ap-
proaches have been extended to the whole city just from a single building
interference. But the only goal in the protections of heritage collection
in historic tissues is the combination of protective goals, cultural revival,
social-economical development, environmental development and urban
development is the main goal in the interference. This type of interference
is not a new approach in the city area since the creation of outdoor space
networks had been expressed in planning and urbanism before. The
ides of connecting parks and green spaces which was first expressed in
America in 1887, and utilizing the principals of continuity and connection
in Isfahan urbanism in Iran, which is the principals for connecting natural
elements (water and natural spaces) and artificial elements (markets and
human activities in them) have been the most essential factor that con-
nected urban spaces to each other (like Old and Imam square connection
through designing market line between them) and created a network of
spaces. This issue has also caused the old and new urban spaces to con-
nect and continue living.

Delhi urban tissue and other Indian cities are also a combination of
these spaces, monuments and local life movements all together. Mean-
while, an Indian landscape architect, Mohammad Shaheer suggests his
developmental idea of interlocking networks of the open spaces for Indian
cities, and he has examined his idea in Nizamuddin renovation project
which has three independent Heritage collections including Humayun
Tomb, Sunder Nursery Garden and Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti Neighbor-
hood. Through local empowering in historical tissue, he has provided an
infrastructure in Delhi sustainable development and the enhancement of
people presence in historical tissue as the Space Sustainability key, by
definition an interlocking network of urban spaces and activities together
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in a historical context. This article investigates special Mohammad Sha-
heer’s approach in Humayun Tomb, Sunder Nursery and Hazrat Niza-
muddin Basti unified revival projects.

Keywords: Historic fabric, Urban networks, Nizamuddin Basti project,
Mohammad Shaheer.
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