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Pic1: The wurban land-
scape of Delhi in 19th cen-
tury. Source: http://www.
anglo-india-central.co.uk
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Pic1: "Lodhi Garden"In
Delhi, Typical of the Indian
gardening in late 60's with
English pattern, Photo by:
Shervin Goodarzian, 2012.
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Pic5: Rajiv Gandhi Me-
morial plan, Source by:
Mohammad Shaheer Ar-
chive, 2012.
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Pic6: Description of his-
tory In the context of the
landscape with the help
of symbols, Source by:
Mohammad Shaheer Ar-
chive, 2012.
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Pic2: The vast lawn with
gentle slopes and hills
with dense trees in"Lodhi
Garden" typical indian
gardeniy in late 60’s with
english pattern Photo by:
Sara Radaei, 2012.
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Pic3: The artificial lake
at the end of "Lodhi Gar-
den", Photo by: Shervin
Goodarzian, 2012.
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Revival of culture and tradition in
Indian contemporary landscape

An analysis of contemporary landscaping method of Mohammad Shaheer

Mahdieh Khajeh Piri, MA. in
Landscape Architecture, School
of Planning and Architecture,
New Delhi, India. m17.spa@
gmail.com

Abstract :The coexistence of people with different ethnic and religious
affiliations in India has led to the emergence of diverse identities and
mixed cultures in the country throughout history. India is currently facing
an identity crisis considering the differences between people in terms of
economic conditions, social status as well as religious background. What
is already deteriorating this identity crisis is the inability of the government
to find for ways to bridge the gaps between people in different levels. In-
dia’s modern status as an industrialized country has also played a crucial
factor in deteriorating the country’s identity crisis which is clearly visible
in different aspects, particularly with regards to the designing of urban
spaces of cities. Additionally, India has taken influence from Western ar-
chitecture as the result of years of colonialism. This is generally believed
to have contributed to the country’s identity crisis in such a way that the
indigenous aspects of Indian architecture is today missing in the coun-
try’s urban structures. What is visible instead is urban spaces like parks
which have been built based on British designs. Those urban spaces
were basically void from any specific landscape value and were mostly
garden projects which were built regardless to the characteristics of their
surrounding environments. Accordingly, the role of the first generation of
Indian architects graduated from international universities was significant
in reviving the Indian identity particularly at a time that the country was
already moving on the path of development. Mohammad Shaheer is a
renowned pioneer of contemporary Indian landscape architecture who
has been engaged in studying and restoring the country’s historical sites.
Shaheer has been able to combine the principles of traditional Indian ar-
chitecture with modern cultural elements to introduce a successful mix for
building urban areas which best displays the Indian culture. The present
article studies developments in India’s architecture before and after colo-
nialism and looks into their relations to the Indian culture and identity. It
will then scrutinize Mohammad Shaheer’s identity-based approach in de-
signing the architecture of important national sites like Vir Bhumi, Sanskriti
Foundation and Chowk-Town Square.

Keywords
Indian Landscape Architecture, Mohammad Shaheer, Identity crisis,
Cultural variation.
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Pics7-15: Mohammad Sha-
heer describes cultural_his-
torical events of context in
the garden_ Museum of
Sanskriti  Foundation ~ with
different tools such as statue
and hard materials to single
meaningful ancient trees.
Photo by: Mahdieh khajeh
piri, 2012 ,www.flickr.com
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