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Crows and Cats, These Neighbors of Ours.

We should look at the city in an “eco centric” view. How deep does Mr. “Sadat Nia” mean by his words? Protection the
environment? Which part of it? lts physics or its totality? Why to protect the cats and crows of Tehran? Why to be upset
from the leaving swallows and doves? Why to be sad if our old plane trees dry out? Why to be concerned if Japanese
berry trees conquer our streets? There is one answer to all of them: they are the pieces which create “us” in Tehran.
Each piece that leaves, a piece of us is crumbled. How have we become?

In every newly built city none of these questions raise concern since it does not carry any history or memory. There
exists no previous symbol of life and society.

But in Tehran, the existence of cats and crows follows the settlement of people in Tehran. They feed off people’s left-
overs. Life style, eating manners, leftover productions, garbage collection methods and their beliefs about killing cats
and crows as well as other cultural ethics has provided them a “basis” of life and survival. Many animals and habitats
have left the 200 years capital but these two species have survived. Their participation and presence in urban life have
made them a part of family and a part of “us”.

Mr. Sadat Nia has looked deeply upon these neighbors and Tehran citizens as an artist. In his designs and descrip-
tions, He does not consider cats and crows a waste. Thus, as a holistic artist, he believes they have characteristics
which we can learn from.” The crows are the first to start the days, they are the one to start picking the waste, they sit
on the highest point to achieve dominance, they have sententious looks for their being old, they have particular sensitiv-
ity toward their children, they life in groups and they have scenes like trials: one in the middle and others around him. "

Sadat Nia also talks about the combination of their lives to the city and their role in creating urban landscape:” they are
used to non-smooth rooftop views, they are the living spirit of sky line, and they bring life to roofs. They are experts in
tearing out the nylon bags especially near the butcher’s which they consider their territory. Their croaks are a part of our
city life and identity; it is the sound of peace and spirituality. However, the cats are more familiar with the people. Their
duet for getting the permission for jumping over the wall is amazing. They play a strange music of “merr merr” in mating
season or when they trespass other’s realm. "

It is possible to look from cats and crows point of view. They do not have our boundaries. The city is organized differ-
ently in their views. This look can flourish our creativity. In case the cats and crows are taken seriously the circumstances
for having an “eco centric” view will be provided. This is a landscape view that acknowledges “all”’ city habitants and all
its layers. Cats and crows are all citizens of Tehran. “Our city” would not be in existence unless they didn’t exist. “We” will
not become “we” without them.
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