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S LandscCape ECOlogy

a Correct Interpretation:

Seyed Amir Mansouri, Ph.D. in Urban Studies
with landscape approach, University of
Tehran, Iran.
seyedamir.mansouri@gmail.com
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Ecology is a knowledge on what exists
outside. In contrast, landscape is “the
outside” with our understanding of the
confrontation with the outside. Ecology

is a knowledge and it can be obtained in
the absence of human. It is a reflection of
reality, the way it really is.

Landscape is a wisdom which is emerged by
human. It is the interpretation of reality and
everyone has an understanding of his own.
Ecology belongs to the outside world. It
defines phenomena and their relations

and investigates the circumstances and
conditions of life in the components

and the whole. The science of ecology

is developing and has transformed its
atomistic approaches to holistic ones in its
growth; nevertheless, despite the claims of
modern ecologists admitting that ecology
seeks for a holistic approach, it is still
confined within the material world which
cannot truly represent the whole. Although
the authority of ecology is steadily growing
deeper and broader, it cannot overpass the
objective world.

Landscape is a fundamental understanding
of a field between objectivity and

subjectivity, both of which are involved. It
is not considered as a science that can be
interpreted by scientific tools. It both exists
in the material world which accounts for its
being related to science and is considered

a mental interpretation of human that

is not calibrated by scientific tools. The
substance of this whole that is considered
as landscape is knowledge and wisdom and
has its own specific way of recognition and
management.

In today sciences, where people recognize
landscape through experience, we should
be warned not to diminish the true
meaning of landscape and rely on common
terms to create a “pseudo-science” that is
supposedly considered as interdisciplinary.
Landscape ecology is of this sort and cannot
be considered as a new knowledge due to
the noncompliance in the composition of
its compartments, ecology and landscape.
It can be said that landscape is a “whole”

in which there is as an objective part that
“ecology” studies. Therefore, landscape

of a specific ecology is worth mentioning,
but “landscape ecology” is not a correct
interpretation.



