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Pic 4 & 3: The maximum dominance of
vehicle on the atmosphere of square denies
the pedestrian access to space and delays
understand and interpret the sculpture.
Razi and Ferdowsi square in Tehran. Photo:
Azadeh Ghelichkhani, 2015.
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Pic 5: The Statue of Palestine Square.
The statue with the mosque in

the background is missing in the
center of the square. Photo: Azadeh
Ghelichkhani, 2015.
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Pic 1 & 2: The mastery of mounted on the space of square avoids
the presence of pedestrian in the space and stops a minimum
pause for reading the text of status and comprehend it. Pasteur
and Horr squares, Tehran. Photo: Azadeh Ghelichkhani, 2015.
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Abstract | After the Qajar period, taking

a cue from Western modernism, the

spaces known as square were created

in Tehran that are far away from the
historical meaning of the “square” in

the Persian language as an interactive,
aggregable and walkable space that

have been close to “round-about” as

an appropriate atmosphere for traffic
roadway. Unfortunately, these two urban
elements are considered as one municipal
phenomenon. The destructive consequence
of this adaptation led to install of sculpture
in the center of the roundabout that has
now become the principle of aestheticizing
and identifying of the urban landscape.

The result of this behavior is that, today’s
urban management, artists and citizens,
consider these roundabouts as the subjective
and historical representative of squares

and the center of it as the most appropriate
location for installing an urban sculpture.
Given that the sculpture as a visual
attraction should bear the inviting property
to a sociability space, an available place

for stopping, walking and experiencing of
collective life, the question arises here is
that which of the existing squares in Tehran
is bearing the true meaning of the sculpture
that would include the desired influences.

These squares do not include any safe

and secure space for pedestrians as the
dominance of vehicles around it fail to form
the social communication and gatherings.
So they are not only considered as the
factors in the provision of collective life stop
encouraging the citizens of Tehran to attend
and interact in the space, but also because
of the chaos and high mobility are repellent
of the population and social activity.
Therefore, the squares [roundabouts]

of Tehran are not considered as a good
place for installing sculptures because the
atmosphere is not presenting a proper level
of social and interactive public space with
spectators and so the installation will not be
able to play the role expected of urban art.
It seems that the lack of attention to

the importance of the placement of
sculpture and the audiences, in the

current atmosphere of Tehran, is rooted in
theoretical and performance concepts; like
as a partial translation of Western resources
has been implemented and, as we known
round about as a square and as a local
public space suitable for urban sculpture.
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